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I.—Forrian Po.irics. 


(‘uMMENTING on the value of the presents recently given by the Govern- 

ment of India to Sirdar Inayatulla Khan and his 

Government's presents to the ottendant Afghan nobles, the Samay [Calcutta] of 
pee) | the 20th January writes :— 

This is charity at others’ expense. There is no account to be rendered for 
the money spent, hence this lavish extravagance in making gifts of swords and 
pistols, of ornaments and of cash, Although India is not England, where there 
is somebody that might be held responsible for all this, may we be permitted to 
inquire what good these lakhs laid at the feet of the Amir’s son and taken out 
of the pockets ofthe poverty-stricken masses of India will do to the latter. 
In matters of expense like these, there has never been noticeable any penury on 
the part of Government. It is only when any question of public improvement 
is raised that the plea of deficit in the State treasury is put forward as the 
excuse for all sorts of shortcomings. 

2. Referring to the valuable presents which were made by Lord Curzon to 

Sardar Inayatulla Khan and his train on the 
petro sy be presentsto Sardsr oecasion of their recent visit to India, the Hitavadi 
ee ee [ Calcutta] of the 20th January writes as follows :— 

Could not Lord Curzon avoid going to such excesses? Was His 
Excellency’s generosity stimulated by the sight of poor India’s money in his 
custody ? We are at a loss to make out the purpose of making a present of one 
lakh of rupees in cash to the Sardar. 

3. Referring to the same matter, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 21st 

January says that it is only money which can win 

Pe oe presents to theheart of the Afghan, and reproduces the Amrita 

wap etiam Bazar Patrixa’s remarks that the claims of the 

Afghan upon the Govrnment of India is that of a son-in-law upon his 

father-in-law. No doubt if the Government of India gets into any trouble, it 
will be at the hands of the Afghans. 

4. The Hindi Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 23rd January asks, in reference 
to the handsome presents given to Sardar Inayatulla 
Khan and his suite by Lord Cuzon, if even these 
will fail to secure a closer friendship between the 
British Government and the Amir. 

0. It appears from Mr. Balfour’s recent speech at Glasgow, says the 
Mitavadi (Calcutta) of the 20th January, that Lord 
Curzon’s Indian speeches in England were not lost 
on the Home authorities. The Prime Minister’s 
statement to the effect that all army reforms should be undertaken with an eye 
to Afghanistan and the great Power with which English arms have the greatest 
possibility to come into collision, is nothing but an echo of Lord Curzon’s 
opinion. Army reform, Tibet Mission, Kabul Mission, Persian Mission, all are 
being embarked upon with an eye to Russia. So keen is the sight of Lord 
Curzon that he sees the image of Russia on land and water, in the air and every- 
where. And if the authorities in England look on things through the eyes of 
His Excellency, miserable indeed will be the lot of the poor Indians. 

6. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 21st January writes :— 

The Dalai L The 8h believed the Dalai Lama to have 

ne hidden himself in some cave after fleeing from his 

native land. That is a mistaken idea, He is travelling about from town to 

town, visiting one math (monastery) after another. The Mongols are receiving 

him everywhere he goes with great honour. At present he is on a visit to a 

math which is situated in the Russian dominion. If now the Russians succeed 

in winning him over, a difficult situation will be created for the English. Lord 
Curzon has created a mess in everything that he has set his hand to. 

7. The Hindi Bangavass [Calcutta] of the 23rd January says that the 

The Tibet Mise; Government has yet secured only two things by its 

er eee mission to Tibet, viz., (1) some asses captured 

in the Tibetan jungle which have been sent to England, (2) survey of a 

portion of the country by a detachment of the English troops which advanced 
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as far as Gartok and has returned to Simla vid Sutlej. The Mission has not as 
yet been able to show any commercial or political advantage. Time alone will 
show what and how much we have gained by this expedition. 


Hmep1 BaNGavasl, 8, May God grant, says the same paper that the Khan of Nawagai 
Jan. 2rd, 1905. y aR x aie contented with Jandaul, which he has 


The Khan of Nawagai's conquest = recently conquered. Otherwise the British Govern- 
of sandal. ment will be involved in a war and the poor 
Indians will have to pay the expenses. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 
Souran, 9, The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 80th December writes :— 
Dec. 30th 1904. On the 7th August last, Ainulla Behari, an 


A marder casein Mymensingh. sihobitant of Saraswati Kanda, thana Kotwali, 


district Mymensingh, appeared before Babu Jogendranath Sen Gupta, the Head- 
Constable of the local Railway Police, and deposed to the following effect. On 
the 10th July previous, at about 9 p.m., his father, Pana Ulla, entered the jumma 
room in the front portion of his house to say his prayers. He was missed from 
this room when search was made for him there some time later, whereupon the 
search was extended to the whole village and the neighbouring villages. 
Subsequently, on the information of a servant of Harendra Ray of Kanihari, the 
railway line was visited, where the legs of the missing man were found tied to a 

st, with the head lying at some distance completely severed. The persons who 
were challaned on suspicion by the police in connection with this case have been 
acquitted for want of sufficient evidence. The real murderer is still at large. 
Is not this a proof of police incompetence ? 


SaNtl, 10. A correspondent writes to the Santi [Madaripur} of the 18th 
Jan, 13th, 1905 January :— 

ee Gee nen Just see how a firm of clock sellers in Calcutta 

Clot. oof the name of the “ Eastern Bengal Watch Co,” is 


tricking the public by selling articles of inferior 
make. If we had not been serious losers we should not have agitated on this 
subject in your columns. 

I ordered a clock worth six rupees from this firm on the 6th July last. A 
damaged clock came and, needless to say, it brought with it a guarantee form 
for two years, On my repeatedly pointing out to the sellers that the clock was 
unfit for use, they kindly agreed to get it repaired, so that I returned the clock 
to them. After a good deal of delay I have got another clock, equally damaged 
with the old one, and had, besides, to pay something extra for it. 1 quote below 


the letter accompanying this new clock. Let us see if there is any redress. 
for these practices :— 


“S1r,—I received your letter induetime. . . . . . Iretum your carriage-clock 


herewith after repairs. On account of charges for repairs and cost of carriage, I deduct a 
sum of a rupee and a half. Please acknowledge receipt of the parcel.” 


iia aie 11. A correspondent of the Tripura Alttaishi [Comilla] of the 17th 
Jan, 17th, 1905. January draws attention to the increase of crime in 
. village Kalikachha, district Tippera. Although a 
Special Sub-Inspector of Police has been deputed to cope with this evil, the 
number of cases in which he has succeeded in hunting down the culprits is 
very small. One reason for this partial failure is to be found in the unwilling- 
ness of the villagers to bear testimony against the budmeshes, who have 
established a regular local reign of terror. The village chaukidars, far from 
being a help, are suspected to be in league with the criminals. A number of 
suspicious characters have lately come into prominence in the village, on whom 
the local police are requested to keep a strict watch. They are accused by the 
local public of selling utensils made of alloyed metal as articles of genuine 


abn T ygt and also of buying stolen articles from thieves with a guilty 


Crime in Tippera. 
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12. Many people fear, says the Palhvasi (Kala) of the 18th January, 
ee ar that it will be difficult always to get such panchayets 
re ee as will possess the qualifications — by 

Mr, Savage, the Chaukidari Coinmissioner. The fear is not groundless. But 
somehow or other such panchayets must be secured. It will sometimes be 
necessary to extend the boundaries of chaukiduri unions in order to get 
efficient panchayets, 

13. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrita(Calcutta] of the 
| 18th January writes:— 

Mr. Savage is now out visiting different 
districts in Bengal to inaugurate his system of 
chaukidari reform. Kecently he was at Rajshahi. The Secretary to the 
Rajshahi Association took occasion of this visit to make certain suggestions in 
regard to this question which are at once thoughtful und Jikely to prove highly 
beneficial to the country. He began by pointing out that educated and respect- 
able men do not like to act as panchayets, As an attraction to this class of 
people the following inducements might be offered :—(1) The elected President 
of the panchayets should be appointed an Honorary Magistrate. He should 
have power to dispose of petty cases with the aid of assessors. He should in 
all cases first try to settle a dispute by the method of arbitrations. (2) He should 
also be the guardian of the public health of the village. The funds for this 
purpose might come from local public subscriptions. (3) The maintenance and 
construction of roads, from funds supplied bv the District Board or by private 
donations, should algo be in his charge. (4) He should, further, be required to 
attend to all questions of local famine relief and agricultural improvement 
generally. Many other suggestions are also offered regarding the status and 
duties of the chaukidars and dufadars, It appears to us that if these 
suggestions are accepted the present wretched condition of the villages might be 
ameliorated to a great extent. 1t remains to be seen whether Government will 
actually adopt them or not. Another difficulty is that benevolent, God-fearing 
and popular men have become rarer nowadays in a village than they were 
in the old days. Dissensions and selfishness now reign supreme among all 
classes both in town and country. Until the people improve their private 
character it is a delusion to expect from them any public guod. 

14, The Sandhya [Calcutta | of the 21st January writes:— 

In the days before the village police 
under the direct control of Government, crime in 
the villages was rarer than it is now. The reason is that the village police then 
looked upon the villagers as their masters, and a wholesome awe of their masters 
kept them to the strict performance of their duties. Now, however, it is all 
the other way. The village police have become a terror to the villagers, 
because the former feel that they are the servants of Government and are free 
to arrest any villager they choose. Consequently they perform their duties 
nowadays only as they like. We speak from personal experience when we 
say that in many cases the chaukidars do not patrol their villages at night. 
This is specially noticeable op dark and rainy nights. There are other 
Chankidars again who, it is true, are not to be found ia their own beds at night 

but may be seen sleeping either on their own street doors or on the verandah 
of neighbour’s house. The truth of these allegations might be proved if some 
superior police officer were one night to go out on inspection in disguise, as was 
recently dene by the Distriet Superintendent of Police in Tippera. We do 
net know why the superior police are so indifferent to the chaukidars. A 
little attention on theirs part in this direction would be the means of preventing 

a good many thefts and village dacoities, 
15. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st January 

ays :— 

(1) The want of a definition of the word 
| | “house” in the Chaukidari Act of 1870 has produced 
great mischief. The words ‘‘owners or occupiers” in section 14 of the Act 


have been rendered into Bengali as “wfyaiq a wens” in the Bengali 
translation of the Act. The translator alone knows what difference there is 


between the =faqigt and weaieiz. A man has three sons and all four live jointly 
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sn four cutcha houses enclosed bya wall. Some time after the father dies and the 
brothers begin to live sparsely, each in his house. In this state of things the 
panchayets realise the c aukidari-tax from the three brothers separately. If 
one of them is better off than the others he is even obliged to pay more than 
the others. The word “house” should therefore be clearly defined. 

(2) Great care should be taken in the appointment of panchayets, who 
should be educated, intelligent, and honest men and of more than 30 years of 
age. They should be directly appointed by the Magistrates, just as Honorary 
Magistrates are appointed, and the police should have nothing to do with the 
matter. The number of chaukidars should be as small as possible, 

(3) The law should fix the jurisdiction of a chaukidar. _At present, a 
chaukidar’s beat comprises sometimes 80 or 90 houses and sometimes 60 or 65, 

(4) The members of the Panchayet Committee being unpaid servants of 
the public are, as such, entitled to be treated with some respect and consideration 
by the Government. At present they can be dismissed by the District 

agistrate without being informed of the cause of dismissal, without being 
heard in defence, and without the privilege of an appeal to higher authorities. 
Such being the case, respectable and educated men cannot be expected to work 
willingly as members of the Panchayet Committee. . 

(5) As the law stands, the Magistrate is not bound to entertain any complaint 
against the chaukidari rate fixed by the panchayet unless itis made by at least ten 
villagers jointly. This is unjust. Besides this, those who make such complaints, 
are required to affix stamps to their applications. This, too, is unfair. It is 
true that if these restrictions were abolished, the Magistrate would be over- 
whelmed with chaukidari complaints, but that is no reason why the complainants 
should be deprived of justice The appointment of honest, intelligent and 
educated men as pauchayets would be sure to greatly reduce the number of 
such complaints. Chaukidari complaints might with advantage be made over 
in district and subdivisional towns to additional Honorary Magistrates 
appointed for the purpose. Taxable houses should be divided into three 
classes :—(a) Pucca houses, (b) cutcha houses constructed in a good style, and 
(c) poor huts which are not enclosed by walls, and are made of bamboo. The 
condition of the house as well as of the householder should be taken into 
consideration. 

(6) It is explicity stated in the Chaukidari Act that the surplus of one 
year should go to reduce the estimated expenditure for the next. But some- 
times panchayets have to take the permission of the Magistrate in order to 
give effect to this provision of the Act. This is improper. 

(7) Sometimes fines are realised along with the tax due immediately after 
the publication of the list of defaulters. This is not warranted by law, which 
authorises the realisation of fines only after the attachment of movable property. 

(8) Where more than one person in one and the same house is liable to 

pay the tax as in the example given above under heading (1)], does it .not 
amount to trespass to enter the house, and attach the movable property of one 
of them for default when the other or others have paid up their dues? If not, 
special care should be taken to see that in effecting such entry and attachment, 
no annoyance is caused to the female members of the families of those who 
have not defaulted. 
(9) Under clause 2 of section 35 of the Act panchayets can, with the 
permission of the District Magistrate, dismiss chaukidars, but this provision is 
a dead letter. If a panchayet reports against a chaukidar to the District 
Magistrate, the latter sends the report to the police for enquiry. For reasons 
best known to itself the police generally supports the chaukidar, and its finding 
generally goes against the reporting panc ayet. ‘I'he chaukidar escapes scot- 
free, and becomes more disobedient to the panchayet. To obviate this, the 
Magistrate should directly order the reporting panchayet to show grounds in 
support of his report. 

(10) Panchayets have to submit all their reports, papers, etc., to the 
Magistrate through the police, but the police does not give any receipt for 
such communications, This has become a source of great evil. Nowadays 
police officers usually refuse to entertain reports of crimes submitted by 


panchayets, and the latter receiving no receipt for such reports, District Magis- 
trates remain quite in the dark about them. 


( 69 ) 
(11) Under the Chaukidari Act, the police has nothing to do with the 
appointment of chaukidars and dafadars, but in practice, it has become all in 
all in the matter. It has become the practice with Magistrates to send to the 
police all reports submitted by panchayets relating to appointments of chauki. 
dars and dafadars, 
(12) If it is really intended to reform the panchayet system, able and 


worthy men should be appointed as panchayets, and vested with sufficient 
powers to enable them to be of use to the public. The general inefficiency of 


the police in detecting thieves and dacoits renders it necessary that panchayets 


should be vested with larger powers. One member of every Panchayet Com- 
mittee should be vested with magisterial powers. There is no lack of able men 
in the mufassal for the purpose, 

(13) Panchayets should also have the power to investigate cases of grave 
offences. The police should only help them in arresting culprits and making 
searches. 7 

(14) The realisation of the chaukidari-tax is often attended with oppres- 
sion. An illustration may be given here, Ramhari is an ignorant rustic. 
The panchayet of his village fixes his tax at annas 12 in the list of tax-payers 
and their assessments, which he sticks up at a prominent place for the informa- 
tion of the villagers. But in the copy of the list which the panchayet submits 
to the Magistrate, Ramhari is described as a man who is too poor to pay even 
half an anna as chaukidari-tax. On a subsequent occasion, the panchayet 
employs Ramhari as a labourer in his house for a few days, and tells him 
that the wages due to him will be credited to his account of the chaukidari-tax. 
Poor Ramhari is satisfied. He is not given any receipt, nor does he full 
appreciate the value of receipts. The collecting panchayet who realises double 
amounts from defaulters after the publication of their names or the attachment 
of their property, never credits the full amounts to the Chaukidari Fund. 
Receipts are refused to the defaulters thus fined. 

(15) The chaukidars’ salaries are disbursed in the presence of a responsible 
officer. But panchayets manage to throw dust in his eyes. Sometimes a small 
sum of money is transferred from hand to hand among the chaukidars, 
and thus the supervising officer is shown that they have all been paid. When 
the officer is too sharp for the panchayets to resort to this trick, they borrow 
money and pay the chaukidars in his presence. But afterwards the chaukidars 
are made to return the money. 

(16) As the jurisdiction of a chaukidar is fixed with reference to the 
number of houses he is expected -to look after, many chaukidars refuse to keep 
watch and ward over fields, or hold themselves responsible for thefts of 
standing crops, and yet they often claim portions of standing crops on the 
alleged ground that they guard them. . 

_ It must, however, be said to the credit of some honest and educated 
panchayets that they are doing very good and efficient work. _ 

The editor fully concurs with the opinions of the correspondent, and hopes 
they will draw the attention of the authorities. 

16. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th January says that the projected 
system of introducing the panchayet system into 
every village will have the effect of generating 
quarrels and discord in the country, which the system of election by vote never 
fails to carry in its van, especially when it is guided by district officers. Young 


The projected panchayet system. 


men who know how to bask in the sunshine of white officialdom will lord it | 


over old and experienced villagers. 

17. The Sandhya ( Calcutta] of the 20th January writes :— 

‘Ihe report of the Police Commission is still 
being withheld from the public, so no definite 
information about, its recommendations is available. But it is understood that 
an effort will be now made to attract a class of educated men of respectable 
connections into the force. If Govcrnment is really serious in this intention 
it deserves all praise for it, for this is the one fandamental condition of all 
police reform. 

The reason why this claes of men at present fight shy of the police is that 
the highest officers of that department do not treat them with the respect due 
to them from their position in society. The European Superintendent of 
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Police treats his khansama and his Inspector of Police as being on the same 
plane. But in spite of disadvantages like these, some men of respectable 
position are still found eager for service in the pops Why? Because there 
are some men who are naturally courageous, and to such men the police is the 
only department in this country which offers a suitable career. It is thus found 
that many lads enter the police distinctly against the wish of their guardians and — 
friends. Otherwise, the majority of educated young men regard this. depart- 
ment with feelings of abhorrence. ; 
The reason for this remissness in manners on the part of the superior 
European staff towards their native subordinates is to be found in the fact that 
the European staff itself is recruited almost wholly from men without sufficient 
education; such, in fact, as have no chance of passing the Civil or Milita 
service examinations. The highest pay of a Superintendent of Police is Rs. 1,000 
a month. How many educated Englishmen are prepared to spend a lifetime in 
India with this poor prospect before them? If, therefore, educated Englishmen 
are to be attracted into the police, better pay should be offered to them, but 
this would probably prove too great a strain on the Government finances, _ 
There is another consideration which keeps educated young men of position 
away from the ranks of the police. This is the impression that the tenure of 
service in this department is highly insecure; that it depends wholly on the 
good will or otherwise of the superior officer concerned in each case; that 
old and innocent officers are dismissed from service simply for offending their 
superiors; that appeals to higher officers in such cases are usually useless; 
that no God-fearing man can pull on in this service; that without zulm and 
zuberdustee, one cannot please one’s superiors in this pis abe that there 
are many superior officers who cannot tolerate an educated subordinate, 
because such a subordinate does not prove a ready toolto carry out all his 
illegal whims and caprices. - | | 


18. The Sandhys [Calcutta] of the 20th January reports a theft of 
property worth seven to eight thousand rupees 

and belonging to two persons named Babus 
Upendranath Roy and Haridas Ray, at some time between 2 to 3-30 P.M., on 
the 17th January last. The scene of the theft was No. 37, Cornwallis Street. 
The police have not yet been able to trace the thieves, 


19. . The Sansodhins [Chittagong] of the 20th January draws the attention 
. of Government to a case of alleged outrage on a 
case of alleged outrage on a 


female. female named Chinta, the daughter of one Ram 
Gobinda Sarma, a kaviray of Khagria, Satkania, 


A theft case in Calcutta. 


It is remarked that the part the police have played in connection with the 
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trial of this case is simply disgusting. _ 
20, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 20th January complains of 


a the lack of proper regulation of the street-traffic 
Odlentia. ™ "" eat the crossing of Colootola Street and Chitpur 
Road in Calcutta, It is pointed out that in the 
evening the press of traffic assumes such proportions that it becomes difficult 
for a pedestrian to make his way through either on the footpaths or the 
roadway helow. Only one up-country policeman is stationed at this crossing, 
and he does nothing to regulate this enormous traffic. It is suggested that 


either a European or at best a mounted Sikh constable: should be posted here 
to attend to this matter. 


21. Commenting on the recent Monghyr shooting case, the same 
The Mecsas decinem. . sarcastically writes :— 


_ Can there be any doubt that the present case 
is purely the result of an accident? Is it possible that the. Kuropean 


accused deliberately took the life of a Sonthal woman? It may, however, 
be observed in this connection that if there had been any risk of a— 
European being injured in the present case, most probably or rather 
most surely greater care would have been exercised in preventing all 
possibility of any accident like that which is now alleged to have occurred. 


But considering that in the present instance only ar insigni 
oe Te | insignificant cooly 
girl has lost her life, and -two other mal y g y 


es of the same class have been 


Justice of the 


[wy 


wounded, where is the need: of making any fuss over it? Rather we 
should be gratefui to the kind and tender hand that fired the shot and 
thereby sent a fellow country-woman of ours for ever to eternal rest.. 
22, The Sandhya | Calcutta] of the 21st January reports a case of serious 
7 _  dacoity in village Gomakberia under the Diamond 
UR Harbour thana. The house of a wealthy villager 
was invaded at night by a gang of fifteen dacoits armed with /athis, sarkees 
and ballams. The master of the house was bound down with arope and 
tortured. Cash and ornaments of value were made away with. Three of the 
dacoits were recognised as inhabitants of the village. e culprits are still 
at large. 3 | 
23. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 2lst January says that at 
3-80 o'clock on the night of the 11th December 
A complaint against Maharaja last, some men in the employ of Maharaja Jotindra 
Jotindra Mohan Tegore’s em- Mohan Tagore were about to make a breach.of the 
ployés in Howrah. ; : : 
peace while trying to take possession of a tenanted 
piece of land, etc., in the Domjurh bazar in the Howrah district. The 
Maharaja had purchased the property in a Small Cause Court sale. But could 
not his men choose amore opportune time than 3 o'clock at night to take 
‘on on" g of it? The property belonged to Babu Panchcowri Ghosh of 
omjurh. | 
D4. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 23rd January says that a 
boy named Pelaram Metya, an inhabitant of the 
Birchand village near Bankura town, has been. 
missing since the 5th January last. He was the only support of his old mother 
and invalid brother. The mother, whose name is ppc. says that the boy. 
has been sent off as a cooly from the local Lalbazar cooly depét. 
25. Referring to the sinking of some boats which were anger gerd 
| ilgrims to the Sagar Island on the occasion of the 
_ last Gangasagar mela and the consequent destruc- 
tion of lives, the Wéhar [Contai] of the 24th January 
says that such occurrences take place every year. The manjis overload their 
boats with passengers to such a degree that even the slightest breeze over- 
turns them. The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. | 
' 26. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi Leong of the 25th January 
. b daccity in Burg. TePOrts @ case of serious dacoity at Koanpara 
wan SRC in Wurc- village, thana Satgachia, in the district of Burdwan, 
Property worth over three thousand rupees was 
taken away from the house of one Sambhu Chandra Ray. The gang numbered 
about twelve to fourteen.. Another case is also reported from Belut, a village 
some three miles distant from Koanpara. The offenders in this case are 
still at large. In the Koanpara case also the methods of inquiring now 
being followed by the police do not give hopes of any better results. 
The attention of the superior authorities is drawn to the need of stricter 
supervision. ) 
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27. The Samvad Prabhakar [Calcutta] of the 25th January reports a sauvan Possnamas, 


Pe eae a case of dacoity at village Malancha near Chinsura. 

' The person robbed wasa goldsmith. The dacoits 

are still at large. On the 13th January last, a constable named Makhan 

Singh was found lying on the river-side in a dying condition. It is rumoured 
that the dacoits were hie assailants. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


28. The Santi [ Madaripur | of the 13th January writes :— 
Complaints ag»inst the Honor : good many comp laints are of ten heard 
ap Mecabes of Werther: against the Honorary Benches of Faridpur, We 
have repeatedly agitated on this subject in our 
columns, But unfortunately our appeals for redress have hitherto proved mere 
cries in the wilderness. Is there no remedy for all these things? The reports 
which are being heard against the Gopalpur Bench disclose, if true, a horrible 
state of things. How can people be expected to retain their confidence in the 
Courts if the Benches are to be allowed to disgrace themselves in 
the way they are alleged to have done in the present case ? “Will not Mr. Mitra, 
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our present Magistrate, undertake an inquiry into these allegations against the 
Honorary Benches ? si ia ee po ‘ 
‘ng to the recent appointments of Rai Joges Chandra Mitra 
ieee Bakeder,, Bai Chandranarain Singh Bahadur, and 
Three new Honorary Presidency Khan Bahadur Dilwar Hosain Ahmed as Honorary 
a Presidency Magistrates, the  Mthtr-o-Sudhakar 
[Calcutta] of the 20th January remarks that the Honorary Bench at present 
enjoys an evil reputation for general inefficiency which 1s likely to be removed 
if, as is likely, it is in future recruited from the ranks of highly qualified retired 
Government servants like the present nominees. Attention is also drawn to 
the need of purging the el vee Honorary Bench of the uneducated and low 
caste men (such as Jolahas, Kalus, Kamars, Kumars, &c.) who fill it, and with 
whom, it is alleged, the mufassal public are extremely dissatisfied. 


30. A correspondent of the Datiy Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 23rd January 
writes :— 

An Honorary Magistrate in the Goalundo 
subdivision has made himself unpopular within a 
very short time. His son-in-law also takes advantage of his connection with 
the Honorary Magistrate to exercise great zu/m on the vendors of fish and other 
articles in the local bazar. A civil suit was recently pending in the Court of 
the first Munsif at Goalundo between one Kalachand Bhuinmali and another, 
Guru Charan Kundu, both of village Habaspur. As the Honorary Magistrate 
is a medical practitioner by profession he gave Kalachand a certificate that he 
(Kalachand) could not be present at Court on a certain day owing to serious 
illness. But it subsequently appeared from the evidence of Kalachand’s own 
vakil, Babu Abhaya Charan Mitra, that the story about his illness was false, 
aud that he had. actually been secretly present at Court on the day when he 
was alleged to have been seriously ill. The presiding Munsif thereupon 
threatened the Hunorary Magistrate with criminal prosecution for making a 
false statement. But he subsequently relented when piteous appeals for mercy — 
were made by the Honorary Magistrate and a promise was given by him that 
he would never again be a witness in another case. The following is taken 
from the Munsifs’ judgment :— | ee se 

‘‘He (Kalachand) has tendered his own evidence and adduced oral evidence and a 
medical certificate from Babu: . . This certificate is false, as is evident from the 
deposition of the witness Babu Abhoy Charan Maitra and plaintiff’s other witness. Itisa 
matter of deep regret that the doctor has acted so dishonestly. . He ought to be severely dealt 

31. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 21st January complains that Babu 

ee Be Jnan Chandra Pal, Deputy Magistrate of Khulna, is 
Phe sc ry 7. a in the habit of dismissing, under section 203. of the 

Khun. =. -~Ss Criminal Procedure Code, any and every complaint 
that may be laid before him, without previously 


Allegations against an Honor- 
ary Magistrate of Goalundo. 


of Khulna. 


- formally hearing any evidence that might be produced both by complainant 


and defendant. | | 
As an illustration of this complaint, attention is drawn to the fate of the 
recent petition of Swarna Pesakar. ‘I'he facts of this.case are that Gunamoni, 
a tenant of the petitioner, made away with some ornaments which had been 
given to her to wear by her landlady. Saban by the Court was sought under 
Section 406 or any other section that might apply ; but Jnan Babu, it is alleged, 
dismissed the petition, without taking any evidence on it. : 
82. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh} of the 17th January writes :— 
eae OR en the a - erstand that our new District Judge, 
Fight Minit’ in rae au. We ster, has suggested the abolition of the 
eee , Munsifi at Pingna,and the placing of its jurisdiction 
ees we under the Jamalpur Munsifi.. The reasons said to 
be assigned in favour of this suggestion are (1). that. the number of cases at 
ngna 1s too small to occupy the whole time even of one Munsif; (2) that the 
existing Munsif at Jamalpur is heavily burdened and requires relief; (3) that 
‘the union of the two jurisdictions would permit of a second Munsif being 


-. posted at Jamalpur, who will equally share the burden of work ; (4) that there 


are no difficulties of communication between Pingna and Jamalpur. | 


< 738 ) 


Some time ago when at the suggestion of Mr. Teunon, the Ghatail out- 
post was transferred from the jurisdiction of the Pingna Munsifi to that of the 
Tangail Munsifi, we expressed a fear that this change of jurisdiction would 
.lead to a dearth of an adequate number of cases for the Pin Munsifi. 
Proposals are now afoot for the partition of Mymensingh. It is likely enough 
that the sadar station of the new district will be situated somewhere near 
Pingna. The Pingna Munsifi will then have to be replaced under the jurisdic- 
tion of the new sadar Munsifi. Such frequent changes of jurisdiction will 
cause the greatest inconvenience to the public. | | 

‘The Munsifi at Pingna is not a new institution. There was 4 Muneifi at 
first at Madhupur which in time came to be shifted\to Vengula. It is this 
Vengula Munsifi which is now located at Pingne. The Pingna Munsifi has 
been a great convenience to the local public. The southern parts of the jurisdic- 
tion of the Pingna Munsifi are situated at some distance from Jamalpur. The 
authorities should have considered all these points before they had hastily 
decided on the transference of the Ghatail outpost mentioned above. These 
changes of | gee ge wees may add to the convenience of the superior officers, or 
to the profit of Government. But nobody seems to give a ie to the fact 
that they are the source of endless trouble to the general public Mr. Webster 
is a new man to the district, and we have hopes that he will yet reconsider his 
position in regard to this question. 

33. According to the agitation in the Indian Press regarding the Rolt 
case, says the Bharati Mitra [ Calcutta} of the 21st 
January, the miscarriage of justice has been due to 
the combination of the judicial and executive functions in one and the 
_ officer. The Anglo-Indian Press have also discussed this matter a great 

eal. 

The paper has now come to learn that the case is now being looked into 
by a Commission, and hopes that its result will be soon published. 

34. Referring to the sentence of the Court in the case of sat which 
occurred in the province of Bihar the other day, 
the same paper says that as the sentence passed by 
the lower Court upon the accused persons seems to have been severer than 
the ends of justice required, an appeal should be preferred before the Calcutta 
High Court, and thinks that the widow must have burned herself of her own 
free will, without the knowledge of any people. 

35. In noticing a murder case coming from Madras in which three persons 

iia a ied received the extreme penalty of the law and one 

panishment  SSS~S*é«t@nnsportation, the same paper observes that it is 

only in India that we find Judges passing sentences 

of death even in the absence of the clearest evidence. Mr. Nicholas, District 

Judge, Benares, had sentenced four men to death. Had there been no High 

pone India there is no knowing how many innocent lives would have been 
sacrificed. 


The Khagra estate case. 


The Bihar eati case. 


(d)— Education. 


36. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 30th December complains of the 
inadequacy of the funds spent by the Government 
PP ia ag ng expenditure on of India on the education of its subjects. In the 
first place, attention is drawn to the small number of 
Universities in India, compared with its immense population and area and 
judged by the standard of European countries like England and Germany. 
Further, it is pointed out that in European states education is compulsory and is 
considered as much a necessity of life as food and clothing. Then, in, in 
India the percentage of the illiterate population is 90, as compared with 7 in 
England and 20 in “ newly civilised” Japan. If it had not been for the untiring 
efforts of the missionaries, the percentage of illiterates would have stood still 
-higher—perhaps at 95. 
The case of Egypt, a country practically under British government, is next 
cited, in order to make out the necessity of a more liberal expenditure of State 
funds on education in India. It is observed that Egypt, with a population of less 
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students in Calcutta. 


(.% ] 


than a crore, spends 61 lakhs of rupees annually on education. If the Govern- 
ment of India were to spend at this rate, its education budget would come up 
18 crores a year. ; 
' *orinally, anette? is expressed at the fact that during the official year | 
1902-03 asnm of Rs. 28,20,000 has been saved from the . allotted education 
grant. What can be more ridiculous than to think that in a country where 
90 per cent. of the population are sti!l wholly illiterate, there should be found 
any difficulty by the authorities of the Education Department in devising 
suitable arrangements for utilising the whole of the educational grants ? 
87, The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 13th January writes :— 
Anew Middle English school was started in 
A new Middle English school in yijJg09 Hashimpur, in Dinajpur, in January last year. 
— There is no other school in the neighbourhood. 
The population in these parts is mostly Muhammadan. Although the school is 
a very small one, the average monthly attendance on its rolls numbers about 
125. A school fund of Rs. 650 has been collected apart from the monthly fees 
of the students. It is now a year since the school began operations, but it is 
still waiting for an official grant-in-aid from the District Board, We appeal to 
the local educational authorities for redress. : 


38. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 20th January draws the 
attention of the Inspector of Schools, Chittagong, 
to the action of the Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Moradnagar, in forbidding the use of Munshi 
Mujammel Hugq’s Sisuranjan Barnastksha (a book which finds a place in the list 
of approved text-books for the Chittagong Division) in the Munshi Muhammad 
Jigir Shaheb’s pathsals at Lukshmipur in the Tippera district, in which it had 
been introduced by the proprietor. 


39, The Ratnakar Aen the 21st January writes :— 

high English school was established some 
eight or ten years ago at Asansol by public 
subscription, chief among the donors being Munshi 
Wasimuddin Saheb, a local zamindar and Honorary Magistrate, and Babu 
Johorilal Marwari. 

The Railway Company also contributed a piece of land with a club-house 
for Europeans standing on it, for which they charged no price or rent. It is 
this club-house which, extended by public subscription, now forms the school- 
building. Unfortunately, for some time past the Railway authorities have been 
denying all public interest in the school and claiming it as their sole property. 
They have erased the names of Munshi Wasimuddin and Babu Johorilal 
Marwari from the list of Governing members of the school and substituted 
those of certain local employés of their own. Furtlier, it is reported that they 
have inaugurated some rules which inflict a hardship or all lads studying in the 
school, except such as are the sons of railway employés. 


40. Referring to the arrangements proposed to be made for establishing 
licensed boarding-houses for students in Calcutta, 
the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 21st January writes 
as follows:— — 

There is a great diversity of opinion as to whether the proposed arrange 
ments would be beneficial or harmful to students, although no one doubts the 
honesty of the intentions of the gentlemen who have proposed them. It should 
be seen that no oppression is committed on poor students and that no Hindu 
student is prevented from rigorously following the tenets of his religion. We 


fear that the proposed measures will be productive of these bad consequences. 
Is there no remedy ? 


41. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent boarding-house scheme, 

| the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd Januar 
Si A d  ] e Z J e r anua 
notes ah er? heending: cannot say if the arrangements made by His 


ie Honour will prove advantageous to the students or 
not, but there is no doubt that His Honour’s motive is good. It is to be hoped, 


however, that the students will not have tu suffer from the operation of very 


strict rules, and that the religious feelings of the Hindu students will be 
respected. 


The use of an approved text- 
book prohibited. 
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(e)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


42. The Solan [Calcutta] of the 30th December publishes a complaint 

; a about the imcompetence and neglect exhibited 

2 by the Comilla Municipality, specially in the 
matter of water supply. 

3 48. The Soltan( Calcutta] of the 13th January 

The ye gro wo the Kerrysh complains of the alleged insanitary condition of the 

aaah municipal drains in the Karryah quarter of 

Calcutta. ot 

44, Referring to the remarks of the Chief Justice in the appeal instituted 
by the Calcutta Corporation against the decision 
of the lower Court in the case of Babu Shyama 
Charan Pal, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 21st 
January observes as follows:— 

Who is to keep a sharp eye upon the high-handed doings of the Calcutta 
Municipality? The Lieutenant-Governor himself, being favourably disposed 
towards the municipal authorities, finds fault with those who point out its 
defects. Will His Honour be pleased to take note of the, remarks passed 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Justice ? ; 

45. The Swadesh Hitaishs [Rangpur | of the 21st January says that when 
) a Mr. P. C. Mitra was District Judge of Rangpur 

The Rangpur District Board. = there was a surplus of two lakhs of rupees in the 
District Board, and it was proposed that this money should be devoted to works 
of sanitary improvement. At present it is rumoured that the District Board 
is in debt for one and a half lakhs of rupees. Will the authorities let the 
public know what sanitary improvement has cost the District Board so much? 

46. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st January 
speaks of the prevalence of severe water-scarcity 
in Kanmorha village in the Birbhum district. 
The attention of the authorities is drawn to the 
matter. 


The Chief Justice and the 
Calcutta Municipality. 


Water-scarcity in a village in 
the Bi: bhum distriet. 


( f )— Questtons affecting the land. 


47. The Swadeshs [ Barisal] of the 17th January writes as follows :— 
There is a saying in Bengali that if a 
landlord looks on the good fortune of his tenant 
with an envious eye, it gradually disappears. The 
relation between the Government of India and the middlemen of the countr 
has now become similar to that between such an envious landlord and his 
tenant. In Bombay and other provinces where there is no Permanent Settle- 
ment, Governwent takes, by repeated enhancements of land revenue, $ths 
of the produce of the land and the cultivator takes the remaining 3th. ‘I'he 
frequent occurrence of devastating famines in those provinces shows the effect 
of this arrangement. In Bengal, however, which enjoys the blessing of the 
Permanent Settlement, a large number of middlemen, the zamindar, the 
talukdar, &c., divide amongst themselves a large portion of the produce of 
the land which the Government think should be their own exclusively. ‘I'he 
authorities therefore look on the good luck of these middlemen with an envious 
eye, and it was in this envious spirit that the new settlement of 
Backergunge was conceived. Its object is to evade the Permanent Settlement 
and bring as much land as possible iuto the kas possession of the Government. 
A clear indication of this policy can be found in the finding of Mr. Beatson-Bell 
about all hals of more than 15 links in breadth, and in the new Bill which has 
been introduced into the Bengal Legislative Council about char lands. The 
manner in which Government is at present making the settlement of the 
Sundarbans further proves the truth of the above statement. In the Sunder- 
bans land is being’ settled with cultivators only on the conditions that none of 


Geveremant'e attitude towards 
middlemen. 


them shall have more than 75 bighas of land, and that they shall have to live — 


on the land in houses which must not be doaia, Their tenure will be %% 
caiteaat qafs steal which, in reality, means nothing more than the right 
to cultivate the land from which the tenant is capable of being ousted. The 
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Sundarban tenants of the Government will, moreover, not be able to sell or 
transfer their lands in other ways, All has been done to prevent middlemen 
from deriving any benefit from the Sundarbans. If the middlemen are driven 
away from every place, where will they go and how will they live? All this 
shows that the ways of our rulers are becoming more and more illiberal 
ery day. | 

" Ys. "The Rangpur Dikprakas [Rangpur] of the 19th January quotes 

the following from an issue of the Furidpur 

er Hitaishini :— 

Babu Bilas Chandra Mukerji is the son-in-law of the late Babu Kali 
Narain Ray Bahadur. He has long been residing at Joydebpur, where he 
commands general popularity owing to his honesty and benevolence. Mr, 
Rankin, Collector of Dacca, recently visited Joydebpur and called on Rai 
Bilas Chandra Mukerji to file with him the papers about the appeals which 
he (Bilas Babu) used to hear against the cases of the tenants of the Bhawa] 
pargana. Babu Bilas Chandra replied that he had never tried any such case 
either in appeal or originally, and that therefore he had no papers to file. 
The Collector thereupon fined him Rs. 500, with an vee of a week’s imprison- 
ment. The fine was immediately paid dowa. If this report is correct, we 
wish to know whether this Rankin is another Hastings. 


Neus, 49. The Nihar (Contai } of the 24th January writes as follows :— 
Jan. 24th, 19065. So long the bhagchast (the man who cultivates 
ae in the and for a share of its produce only) was not récog- 
Se nised, in the Contai subdivision of the Midnapore 


district, as having any permanent or proprietary interest in the land culti- 
vated by him. But the officers, who were in charge of the new settlement of 
the Jalpai mahals within the subdivision, recognised them as raiyats and gave 
them parchas for the lands they cultivated. This led to a conflict between 
the bhagchasis and the chakdars. On receiving parchas the illiterate bhagchasis 
thought that they could defy the chakdars. The law-courts too at, first decided 
some cases, relying on the parchas only, but afterwards when they found that 
Settlement Officers had, for their own gain, given parchas to more people than 
could rightly claim them, many of the cases based on parchas began to be 
dismissed. When the harvest-time came cases for prevention of breach of 
peace began to be instituted and injunctions were obtained against the 
removal of crops from the field. The crops are now rotting in the field. This 
Wh loss has told more on the dhagchasi than on the chakdar. Neither the bdhagchast 
We At ue nor the chakdar will reap any benefit from the quarrel. It is the Government 
ni alone whose interest will be served by it. The attention of the authorities 
is drawn to the matter, and it is observed that so long as the dispute is nat 
pe settled, the relation between the bhagchasi and the chakdar should remain 
as before, 


Pa (9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


manne Sone 50. The Burdwan Menftvont | Bust wen) of the 17th January writes :— 
His Baas i ek he encroachment of the Damodar on its 
*  gouthern bank at Kalna village in thana Jabalpur 
has gone so far that it will threaten the existence of the embankment at this 


point next year. We hope the attention of the District Magistrate will be 
drawn to this question. 7 


‘oan’ 51. The Tripura Hitatshi (Comilla] of the 17th January reports a case 

a aay Pda a Shia ae Td of ory. accident on the 10th January last on 

Hie Tippers. y seo’ent 9 the Tinsukia line, when a carriage attached to the 

Bina & down train No. 22 fell down from the Trifling 
bridge into the river below. 

bea onl 52. Commenting on the Baruipur railway assault case, the Sri Sri Vishnu- 

BacaR PaTRixs, Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 18th 


: Jan. 18th, 1905, a Baruipur railway assault January observes that it is now reported that the 
yor) case has been compromised on a tender of apology 
aH having been made by the military officer concerned. But the matter should 
. i. h _ not have been allowed to be so compromised by the Traffic Superintendent. 
For its effect will be that in future no railway employé will dare to make 


e 7 


stand for the observance of railway rules against any encroachment on the 
part of a European. The moral effect would be highly unsatisfactory. _ 


538. In regard to the Baruipur railway assault case, the Samay 
[Calcutta; of the 20th Jan understands that 
The Baruipur railway assault on anology has been tendered. by the military 
ee officer concerned, and that Mr. Neville Priestly, 
the Traffic Superintendent of the line, has written in reply accepting the 
apology, and expressing a 3 that the officer will deal out adeqnate punish- 
ment to his servant, who, in Mr. Priestley’s opinion, was the really guilty 
party. 

In commenting on Mr. Priestley’s action on this occasion, the paper 
expresses its dissatisfaction that the punishment of the guilty servant should 
have been left to be meted out by his own master, instead of by a regular 
Court after a due trial. It is remarked that it is hardly just to entrust the 
duty of punishing the servant to the master in this case, seeing that the 
master himself at first supported his servant in the commission of the very 
illegal act which he is now called on to punish. After this, it is asked, whic 
railway employé would dare to protest against any violation of railway 
regulations by a servant who has a white master? Surprise is expressed that 
the case should be allowed to terminate in this way, as the offence of which 
Mr, Ford was accused is a coynisable and non-compoundable one. The ho 
is expressed that, in any case, the curtain will not be allowed to drop over this 
matter at this stage. | 


54. Wehear, says the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th January, that 
the case in which two Europeans were recently 
charged with assaulting the Station Master and 
staff of the Baruipur station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway has been 
amicably settled, the accused having tendered an apology to the injured parties. 
The sor Mee authorities ought to have taken stronger measures in the case for 
the maintenance of the honour and prestige of the station staff. It is not 
desirable that a certain class of criminals should go unpunished simply on the 
ground that they have white skins. ; 


55. In view of the approaching Sivaratri méla, the Jyoti [Chittagong] 
oi is ae of the 19th January draws attention once more 
Sinesl aoa. ' " to the need of a platform and proper waiting 
accommodation at Sitakundu station, 

Bengal Railway. The press of traffic has been steadily increasing since 
the Uttarayan Sankranti last, and the authorities are reqested to pay a 


personal visit to the station now to get an idea of the inconvenience caused by 
the want of the suggested improvements, 


56. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 20th January takes the occasion 
porn , of the approach of the Sivachaturdast festival with 
Bengil Eailway. sits attendant crowd of pilgrims to the foot of the 
~ Chandranath Hill in Chittagong to draw the atten- 
tion of the authorities to the extreme inconvenience caused to the travelling 
public, specially the female portion of it, by the absence of a platform 
and adequate waiting accommodation at Sitakundu station on the Assam- 


Bengal Railway. 
ov. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 2st 


fs iin: nites J anuary draws attention to the inconvenience 
: caused at night to passengers by the absence of 
even a single lamp at the Bally station yard. 

58. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the inconvenience 


“ae to which third-class passen booking f j 
Poe | p gers DOO or stations 
reilway complaint above Burdwan are subjected RFit purchasing 
a 


The Baruip»r assault case. 


tickets at the Howrah station. It is pointed out that although there. are two 
windows murked to issue tickets to stations “above Dante n,”’ in actual 
practice the tickets are sold only from one window; consequently, there: is 
terrible overcrowding and confusion, which is only increased by the zulm of the 
railway police constables who are stationed near to preserve order. 
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; arat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 2Jst January is glad that the 
pay sie, 1508 meals Bost onien Railway Company are arranging to 
Refreshment cars for third-class proyide for the supply of food to third-class 
wengers on the East Indian 1) .-encers in running trains, but fears that insufii- 
iat cient accommodation for taking the food supplied 
vitiate such arrangements, 

Hip! Bancavasl. bias 60. The Hina Bangabiil [Calcutta] of the 23rd Janua learns frem the 
Jar. 23rd, 1905. | Bengave that the Manager of the Oudh and 
The Oudh and Robilkhand Robikhand Railway has substituted the words 
ee, “‘ for Indians” in place of the words “ for Natives” 
on its carriages, as suggested by that paper. Of course, the Manager is willing 
to adopt measures for the comfort of the Indian passengers, but is sorr to 
say that his good wishes are not given effect to promptly. The authorities 
of that railway held a Conference at Lucknow to devise some measures for 

the purpose, but, with a few exceptions, they have not been carried out. 


| | (h) — General, 


Sant, 61. The Santi [Madaripur ] of the 13th January writes :— 
Jan, 13th, 1905. We are receiving complaints against the _post- 
| A postal com peat. master and peons of the Habiganj post-office. It 
4 is regrettable that the post-master does not see that the letters, money-orders, 
(8 &c., are properly delivered to the addressees. It is alleged that the 
Tt peons rarely visit their respective jurisdictions. We trust we shall have no 
further occasion to revert to this unpleasant subject. 
een 62. A correspondent of the Bancavast N crem gate of the 21st January 
eT says that the Chilahati post office in the Rangpur 
district is now situate in the local railway station 
with the Assistant Station Master in charge. This arrangement causes great 
inconvenience to the local public. The post-office should be located in some 
| place outside the station. dap 
S.\8 BURDWAN Sandivant, 638. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 17th January criticises 
ah Jan. 17th, 1905. the new rules for the selection of Deputy and 
The new rules for, tne recruit- Sub-Deputy Magistrates in the following terms :— 
| wr Boga ita We confess we do not understand what — 
ii ae mean when they contend that the new rules do 
he Bt not provide for the selection of a better class of officers than the existing 
cn | ones. The vagaries of Deputy Magistrates form a frequent theme of com- 
plaint in the public Press. And the majority of these Deputy Magistrates 
— were selected on the competitive system. How then can it be said that the 
ia abolition of the competitive examination means an unmitigated calamity to 
HW the country ? The theory that a Deputy Magistrate selected by competition 
Bo proves necessarily a competent and good judicial officer is a baseless one, as 
4 is being shown by so many daily instances. Success at an examination is 
the result more of a good memory than of sound judgment or discretion. 
The examination does not test the question of the examinee’s birth or famil 
status. And yet is not the question one of importance in officers filling suc 
high posts? ‘There are many Deputy Magistrates nowadays who when the 
take their seats in Court come to look upon the world at large as so tt 
dust beneath their feet. There are Deputy Magistrates who make a point 
of convicting a man of high social standing if such a man through some 
mischance or other ever comes within their clutches. If once such a man is 
placed in the dock, he is never allowed to escape, the pettiest offence being 
punished with perhaps three months’ rigorous imprisooment. We frequently 
see examples of such convicting officers among the present race of ‘‘ competi- 
tion-wallahs.” These men are unwilling to acquit an accused person, for they 
are afraid that it would affect their future prospects of promotion in the 
service. Where, then, is there any justification for all this howl over the 
ate abolition of the competitive examination? We do not of course assert that 
Ve a , among the officers selected by competition, there is not to be found one man 
ey of competence, Judgment and independence. But this we do say, that most 
of them think that their primary duty is to look to their own prospects in 


the service, the administration of justice ure and simple, being only @& 
secondary consideration. | ' 4 ple, being only 
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The new rules guarantee the selection of University uates in the 
vast majority of cases, an exception being made in the case of only one or two 
ts to be filled in each year. The three nominations which are to be made 
by the Board of Revenue will probably be offered to the ablest head-clerks 
or sheristadars in the mufassal. This is likely to do more good than harm 
to the public service and to the country generally. There are many M.A.’s 


and B.A.’s nowadays eager to enter the clerical service of Government, many , 


of whom are in no way inferior to the Deputy Magistrates selected by conm- 
petition. Is it just that such men should be compelled all their lives to 
remain mere clerks? There are many head-clerks and sheristadars in the 
mufassal Collectorates whose superiority to the competition Deputy Magistrates 
in intelligence and aptitude for office-work is as marked as the superiority of 
the Brahman to the Sudra. By improving the prospects of these officers, 
Government has done an act of justice for which it deserves the best thanks 
of the public. 

There is, further, the fear expressed by many people that the abolition 
of the competitive examination was simply meant to provide for the appoint- 
ment of Eurasians and Europeans. Admitting that this really was the object 
of Government, what harm can that mean to us? Are not the Eurasians as good 
natives of this country as ourselves? If they are found qualificd, why should 
they not get these posts? Government will not certainly appoint an ignorant 
Eurasian ticket-collector to be a Deputy Magistrate. All the new nominees 
are required to be graduates. And if a Kuropean is a B.A. and is besides of 
respectable connections, what is there in him that should prevent him from 
being made a Deputy Magistrate? What right have we to object to his 
appointment ? | 

This at least may be claimed that the new rules in themselves are not 
calculated to do any harm. Until we see their actual working we cannot 
judge whether they are a boon to the country or the contrary. 

64. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th January writes as follows : — 

iacibiaa ee In the course - the Government Resolution 
ongalls and the recruitment © on the recruitment of the Executive Branch of the 
ns and Sub-Deputy M8" Provincial Civil Service and the Subordinate Civil 
Service in Bengal, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
said that “ the public service must not be monopolised by one class of officers 
who happen to possess a peculiar aptitude for passing examinations.” This 
hint contains an undoubted reference to the Bengali Hindus, who by their 
intelligence and ability have made themselves conspicuous in every part of 
India. Sir Henry Cotton is reported to have observed that the peuple of the 
entire region between Peshawar and Chittagong are guided by the opinions 
of the Bengalis. Is it because Lord Curzon knows this that he has resolved 
to bring about the downfall of the Bengalis? Is it the intention. of the 
Government to shut the doors of the public service against them, and destroy 
their power and influence by creating divisions among them? Alas, that 
their merit should have become their fault! 


65. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh| of the 17th January contains a 


aR notice of a public meeting held at the premises 

bi oe pein Ree of Babu Brajendra Kisor Roy Chowdhury, a 
zamindar of Gouripur in Mymensingh, on the 9th Janvary, to consider the 
difficult situation created by tbe partition proposals. 

66. The Tripura Hitateht [Comilla} of the 17th January writes:— 

Lord Curzon is firmly resolved on partitioning 
Bengal. He is so strongly bent on it that he will 
not yield to any amount of popular protest on the subject. Recently the 
Maharaja of Darbhanga interpellated Government in regard to this question 
in the Supreme Legislative Council, but the official reply was vague. Let 
the public now unite in raising another protest. For if they do not, their 
silence will probably be ee i by Government into u change of feeling 
on a An agitation should be got up’ in every town and in every 
subdivision. 


67. Commenting on the recent speech of Sir Henry Cotton at the 


The partition question. 


The partition question. 


the 1&th January writes :— 


The speech contains, of course, nothing new. But Sir Henry speaks 


Town Hall on the partition question, the Sri Sri 
Vishnu Priya-o-Ananaa Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 


from experience gained in high offices of State. It is certain therefore that 
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is not called for even in the interests 0 administrative convenience. 


oy ae | 
he would understand a question of administrative convenience and inconveni- 
pas mugh better than we ossibly do. It was certainly conceivable that 
the Government proposals about partition were calculated todo us good 
and that we were mistaken in opposing them, After Sir H. Cotton’s pronounce. 
ment, however, Lord Curzon cannot call on us to believe any such thing. For 
Sir Henry Cotton’s speech makes it perfectly clear that the partition of venga 
le 
trust Lord Curzon will cooly ponder on this question and reconsider his decision. 


68. Referring to Sir Henry Cotton’s recent speech at the Calcutta Town 
Hall on the Partition question, the Jyoti [Chitta. 
The partition question. on g] of th e 19th J anuary writes — 3 

- We hope that after listening to the irrefragable arguments: of Sir Henry 
Cotton in the present speech, Lord Curzon will reconsider his views about the 


partition of Bengal. . 


69. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 19th January announces that ata 
i meeting held on the evening of the 12th January 

a last at the Bengal Landholders’ Association rooms, 
delegates from all parts of Bengal decided, among other measures of protest 
against the proposed partition, to raise a sum of Rs. 20,000 in the course of g 
month and a half’s time in order to send a delegate to England to plead 
their case, | 


70. The same paper notices a public meeting held at Netrokona in 

, ; Mymensingh on the morning of the 8th January 
she postition question. last to protest against the proposed partition of 
Bengal. aes 


71, The same paper writes :— 

We have to inform the Government that the 
whole of East Bengal is astir over the partition 
proposal. The protest on the question has extended this time from East 
Bengal to North Bengal. There are signs of an approaching storm of agitation 
similar to that which took place last year. __ 

A monster meeting to protest against the pe partition was held on 
the 15th January last at the Surja Kanta Hall at Mymensingh town. The 
meeting was attended by delegates from the mufaseal. Another noticeable 
feature in the attendance was the presence of many who were old and aged, 
but whose enthusiasm was none the less marked. The whole meeting prayed 
to Lord Curzon for grace to spare the national life of Bengal, Can anything 
that we may add on the present occasion lend strength to representations like 
these? His Excellency is a keen-sighted statesman and must therefore be well 
aware of the terrible pain which this proposal has caused to the Bengali 
people. Ought he to inflict this pain? The Bengali public are quite 
convinced that the partition of Bengal will mean the inevitable social disintegra- 
tion of their race. The marriage difficulty is already acute, and the separation 
of East from West Bengal will mean the closing of the one way out of the 
difficulty that yet remains. There are many other evils also which are sure 
to follow but which need not be referred to here. The united appeal of the 
Bengali public to Lord Curzon is to give up this proposal, and to make a public 
announcement to that effect immediately. His Excellency -will thereby 
remove the mental anguish of the public and earn their blessings. 


72. ‘The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th January says that the gathering 
in the Town Hall in Calcutta on the occasion of 
Sir Henry Cotton’s speech on the partition question 
was quite phenomenal and undoubtedly the largest 
that has been witnessed since the construction of that historic building. 
Men from all parts of the province flocked to the meeting and furnished 


clear and positive evidence of the panic which h ized th wing to the 
proposal to divide Bengal. . | eee . 


73. The Bangavasi (Calcuttaj of the 2st J anuary says that the last 
Ties sllaiaten action, meeting in the Calcutta Town Hall to protest 

against the proposal to divide Bengal was quite 
uncalled for. Sir Henry Cotton said nothing that had not been said before by 
the people of this country. Besides this, everything has been said that could 


The partition question. 


The Town Hall meeting on the 
partition question. 
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be said on the subject. Lord Curzon’s intention is good and he is weighing 
in his mind all the arguments for and against the proposal, else the partition 
would have been effected long ago, He cannot knowingly and conscientiously 
do injustice to the Indians x B showed such deep sympathy during: the illness 
of Lady Curzon. If after fully considering the subject from all points of view 
he thinks that the partition should be effected, it shall.be effected. However 
that may be, there has been enough of agitation. Lord Curzon should now be 
given time to think over the matter. 


74. The Hindt Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd J ceo A says that 
rumours about the partition of Bengal have of late 

_The unrest eaused by the parti- been much agitating the minds of the people. 
ee Although there is no foundation for them, still 
people are shaking with fear at the thought of the dismemberment. The 


Government has more than once declared ‘that nothing has been settled as yet, 


still the people would not be satisfied with it. 


75. Referring to the rumour about the inclusion of the Arakan division in 

the proposed new North-Eastern Frontier Province, 

Ped om ee . bares gS which was noticed in a late issue of the Pioneer, 

tctsen rede’ Seaeiaes. ee [Chittagong] of the 19th January 
writes :— 

Arakan is contiguous to Chittagong and situated on the same sea-board. 
Communication from Arakan, Kaikpya, Bassein and other places in easier with 
Chittagong and even with Calcutta than with Rangoon. The Maghi language 
which is current in Arakan is different from Burmese, although, of course, it is 
not allied any the more to Bengali. But owing tothe fact that many people from 
Chittagong have penetrated into Arakan, the Bengali language has come to be 
widely current among the population of the latter. The geographical situation, 
as well as the increasing immigration into it of people from Chittagong, is 
making Arakan daily more and more a part of Bengal. We know that Arakan 
under the Burma Administration suffers a good many administrative and 
judicial inconveniences. We therefore support its inclusion in Bengal. 


76. The Hitavadt Me hs the 20th January says:— 
e learn from the Pioneer that there is a 
, umoured transfer of Arakan to rumour at Rangoon to the effect that Arakan will be 
transferred io Assam. The Puroneer, however, 
considérs the rumour baseles. For our part we have no objection tothe transfer 
of any place to Assam except East Bengal. It is a matter of great regret that 
Government is not speaking out its mind on the subject. 


77. Referring to the proposal to partition the district of Midnapore, the 
Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 19th January writes :— 
The proposal involves the creation of a new 
district out of the two subdivisions of Contai and 
Tamluk, as well as the three thanas of Sabang, Narayangarh and Dantan (now 
under the sadar subdivision of Midnapore), leaving the old district to consist of 
only the remaining thunas of the Sadar subdivision and the Ghatal subdivision. 
Now it appears from a comparison of the figures of the latest Census Report 
that under such a division though the old district will remain the larger in size, 
the superiority in population and revenue, and therefore in general importance, 
will pass to the new district, The proposed division will therefore involve the 
establishment of all the offices of the Sessions Judge, District Magistrate, District 
Superintendent of Police, Executive Engineer and the College, the Hospital, 
and the Technical School at Contai. This meansan immense expenditure from 
the Government funds, without any apparent adequate return. Even if it is 
propoees to limit the head-quarters staff of the new district only toanew District 
istrate, it is clear that the Government will lose something out of its treasury 
while the public will be no great gainers by it, It 1s true that communication 
from Contai to Midnapore offers some difficulty to suitors under the present 
condition of things. But the creation of Contai into a district will not wholly 
remove this difficulty, for people would still have to travel to Midnapore to 
attend the Sessions Court. . As regards the thanas of ‘Tamluk, Panskura, 
Sabang, Moisadal, Sutahata, etc., Midnapore is more easily accessible from them 
than Contai would be. 


The proposed partition of 
Midnapore. 
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~ “Then as to the difficulty of inspection by 8 single Magistrate of the whole 
district, which is put forward as one of the main grounds in favour of the 


- partition, it may be pointed out that this is a difficulty which will year by year 


t less and less, as railway communication gradually improves. Sea 
re At present there are two big zamindars whose support all works of public 


utility in the district claim. ‘They are Raja Narendra Lal Khan of .N rajole 
and Kumar Sati Prasad Garga of Moisadal. Now under the proposed vison, 
the Moisadal Raj would pass under the jurisdiction of the Contai district, and — 
all the public institutions of Midnapore town, ¢y., the College, the Technical 
School, etc., will henceforth have to rely on the support of the Narajole Raj 
alone. 1 | | 
As regards the proposal to transfer the Narayangarh and Sabang thanas to 
the new district, it is only necessary to point out that while Midnapore town is 
only a few hours’ journey from these places by rail, Contai would be distant by 
three days’ travel over difficult routes. 

Both the convenience of local suitors, as well as the needed relief of the 


 head-quarters staff, may be effected by the suggestion to create two: uew 
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subdivisions, one at Dantan out of the Dantan, Gopiballabhpur, Egra and Patas- 


pur thanas, and another at Garhbeta. 
The creation of new subdivisions is one of the first means by which relief to 


the district head-quarters may be afforded. Another way would be the appoint- 


ment of a new civilian at the existing district head-quarters, and the separation 
of the respective functions of the Magistrate and the Collector. oe 

78. Referring to the recent Agricultural Conference at Pusa, the Sri Sri 
Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Prattka [ Calcutta) of 
the 18th January writes:— | 

A few weeks ago the opinion was expressed in the columns of this paper 
that if the wealthier citizens of India were not found enthusiastic enough to 
assist in improving the agriculture of the country, it was the duty of the Agri- 
cultural Department to stir them out of their attitude of indifference, and make 
them take an interest in this question. We are glad to notice that this work 
forms one of the items in the programme of duties prepared by the Agricultural 
Department. As for ourselves, we are prepared to do with zeal what little we 


Tbe Pusa Agricaltural Conference. 


_ can to help the Department. 


79. Referring to the suggestions made at the late Agricultural Conference 

te at Pusa in favour of (1) more extended use of 

ye Srcaltural instruction in the vernacular leaflets, (2) a vernacular agricultural 
magazine, and (3) frequent communiqués to the 


vernacular Press, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 20th January points out that 


Swapese HITAIsHl, 
Jan. 2st, 1905. 


_ Jrori, 
Jan. 19th, 1905, 


KSULBAVASI, 
Jan. 2ist, 1906, 


there are some magazines already existing in the vernacular treating of agricul- 
ture and the arts. These journals command a good circulation, and are, 
moreover, in touch with the actual wants of the country. It is suggested that 
Government should do something whereby these journals may be made 
available to every village cultivator. os ead 
80. The Swaaesh — [Rangpur] of the 2lst January says that if 
there is no arrangement to give instructions to 
one Hanger etd Tom. cultivators in the | viel Model Farm, what.i6 
the use of maintaining it? What becomes of the crops that are grown 
in the farm? Are they given to any person as presents? If they are 
sold, cannot the public know what profits are made? Should not the public be 
informed of all these particulars ? : 
81. The Jyouw [Chittagong] of the 19th rence’ § complains of inmeenns 
. , 2 6; geverity in connection with the enforcement of thé 
Geme Act licenses in Chittagong. Arms ‘Act in Chittagong. It is pointed out, for 
instance, that formerly every gun license carried with it permission to retain 
200 cartridges foreach month. This year it has been decided to permit the 
possession of only 50 gh for two months. 2 
82. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 21st January writes :— 
eR aI It is reported that Government intends in- 
creasing the Arms Act restrictions in future. At 
present, licenses under this Act are issued for self-protection and sporting 
purposes. Henceforth, it is said, fewer gun licenses are te be granted for pur- 
poses of self-protection only. We are already a devitalised race; the few guns 
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we possessed were used mainly for protection from the revages of the wild beasts 
of the forests. Does not Gavernneet desire that we. should do even this 
uch ? oon” = et oe eee 
" 83. Referring to the proposal to send a Travelling Malaria ‘Commissioner 
| \ssam, the Bangavasi (Calcutta of the lst 
a Mele January asks, what will the Commissioner do ? 
| Will he investigate the etiology of malaria or find 
out a remedy for it? Ifthe latter, why send out a Commissioner to Assam 
only and not to the malaria-stricken villages of Bengal also? she hal 
84, In reference to the Government’s proposal to “ppoint a Traveng 
Malaria Commissioner for Assam, the Hin 


The proposed Travelling Mala- Banggyasi [Caloutta] of the 23rd January says that 


ee if the object of the Government is to rid places 


of malaria, why send the Commissioner to Assam, when many villages in 

Bengal have been depopulated on account of that disease? Would not that 

object be gained by sending the Commissioner to villages in Bengal? The 

very name of Commissioner frightens us, since we have seen too many’ of them. 
85. The Sanjivans (Calcutta ] of the 19th January writes:— 

In spite of the large sums absorbed by the 

pi A expected Government Tibet Mission and the Kabul Mission, there is 

likely to be a surplus of some six to seven crores in 

the Government treasury this year, Government would be really aay go 

its highest obligations if it spent this surplus in improving agriculture and the 

arts, in extending education, and in adopting measures for the prevention of 
malaria. Will Government listen to our suggestion ? Be 

86, The Bangavast | Calcutta] of the 21st January draws the attention of 

the Government to the dilapidated condition of 

the famous mandirs of Raja Sitaram at Muham- 

madpur. These mandirs, which are very valuable from the historical and artistic 

points of view, should not be. allowed to fall into decay. 


The mandirs of Raja Sitaram. 


I1I],—LeGIsLaTron. 


87. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th January writes as follows := 
i. ean * : The new Bill for the amendment of the 
ma " Bengal Tenancy Act was most probably framed 

with the object of (1) legalising the many works 
of the District Boards which those bodies were not competent to undertake 
under the existing law ; (2) removing the defects of the existing law ; (3) curtail- 
ing the powers of the Local Boards, and (4) empowering the Government to 
levy taxes for the construction of railways and tramways in the country. 
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SaNJIVANI, 
Jan. 19th, 1905. 


BANGAVASI, 
Jan, 21st, 1905, 


. Hrravapt, 
Jan. 20th, 1906. 


Nobody will support the proposal to tax the land for the purpose of opening - 


railroads in the country, because that would amount to a violation of the 
Permanent Settlement. The Road and Public Works cesses are, in the opinion 
of many people, direct violations of that settlement, Government should not 
therefore do anything which would intensify the suspicion in men’s minds that 
the authorities are bent on making a breach of the promise embodied in that 
valuable land settlement of Bengal. Besides this, the zamindars of Bengal 
with their long lists of public subscriptions and sundry expenses, are.not so 
well-off as to be able to pay an additiong] land-tax gasily. It is therefore 
believed that there will be a universal opposition to section 15 of the amending 
Bill, The District Boardsare at present practically governed by District 
Magistrates with the help of an official majority, the elected minority being 
nowhere. It isa matter of great regret that, instead of freeing the Boarda frcm 
this official thraldom, the chains should be made tighter for them. How 
honourable is the treatment which Local Self-Government in this coyntry 
receives at the hands of Lord Curzon ! eye | 


~1V.—Native Srares. 


88. Referring to the late visits of even the petty Native Chiefs to 
Wahine Clbkahe in Cidenti Calcutta this year for the first time, the Bharat 
Mitra (Calontta | of the 2ist January obseryes that 

these visits must have taken place at the instance of Lord Curgon, otherwise the 
Chiefs would not have come and incurred heavy expenses. 


Burana? Mrva, 
Jan. Zlet, 1906, 
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89. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th January writes as follows:— | 
he Maharaja of Mysvre is expected in 
Pa mea and the Native QOasleutta on the 11th February next. Is Lord 
| Curzon holding a puppet dance? He is, as if, 
pulling the wires and Native Princes are appearing before him. An English 
newspaper says that Lord Curzon’s heart’s desire is to become a badshah. 
At the Delhi Darbar he made scions of Native States serve him as pages. 
And he is making the Native Princes dance before him in the capital. Such 
freaks would be impossible in England. It is for this reason that His Excel- 
lency is unwilling to leave India. | ; 
90. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th January says. that in the 
Tieiees’s Gecet B Viceroy’s Guest House in Calcutta separate 
ee quarters should be set apart for Hindu and Musal- 
man Chiefs, because, owing to certain religious restrictions in regard to food 
and other things, a Hindu cannot well put up in a place where a Musalman 
has lived. 


V.—Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION oF THE PEOPLE. 


91. The Khulnavast [ Khulna] of the 21st January writes :— 

There was a heavy downpour in these 
localities on the 12th January last. Since then the 
sky has not been quite free from clouds. The weather again looks threatening. 
Does this portend a rainfall by the forthcoming purnima? ‘There is every risk 
of the baran paddy standing on the fields being infected by the insect pest. 
That would be a terrible disaster. The sabi crops and the gachh mal are also 
being seriously injured. The price of rice is steadily increasing. God alone 
knows what fate is in store for the people of these parts this year. 


The crops in K bulna. 


VI.—MIScCELLANEOUS. 


92, The Aryavaria | Ranchi) of the 14th January has heard that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will go to Ranchi by April 
The Lieutenant-Governor's stay poxt, and after staying there for three months, 
at Ranchi. 
return to Calcutta. ? 

93. Referring to the ovation which Sir Henry Cotton recently received 
in India, the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 
17th January writes :— 

Unfortunately the number of noble-hearted Englishmen like Sir Henry 
Cotton is not very large in this country. The Indians have ever been a loyal 
race, who have always worshipped their rulers as the persunifications of God 
on earth. We can only blame our own lot that the British Raj, during the long 
course of its existence of a hundred and fifty years, has yet been unable to 
appreciate correctly this deep-seated trait in the character of its subjects. 
Swayed by utterly unfounded suspicions regarding the loyalty of the Indians, 
the guiding policy of the Indian administration is being daily made narrower 
and narrower. 

The british dominions are increasing in all parts of the world. The 
policy of the British Government towards the colonies is one thing, and that 
towards India is assuming a different character. India occupies a unique 
age among the countries which acknowledge the sway of England. It may 

asserted without any fear of challenge that nowhere does England possess 
subjects equal to the Indians in their peaceful habits, their loyalty and their 
gratitude. A noble-minded Englishman like Sir Henry Cotton has come to 
realise this fact fully after spending the greater part of his life in this country 
in intimate intercourse with its inhabitants. It is for this that Sir Henry 
Cotton is so partial to India and Indians. The Government of India do not 
possess the facilities that Sir Henry Cotton enjoyed for winning the hearts of 
the people of this country. The joys and sorrows of the Indian people, even 


Sir Henry Cotten. 


if echoes thereof reach the height of Simla or the walls of Government. House, 


do not find a response in the hearts of the members of Government. Broad 


experience gained from living contact must always be a different thing from 


one-sided knowledge acquired at second-hand. Indian languages, dress and 
manners possess absolutely no resemblance to the languages, dress and 
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. of the ruling class. Indeed, the diversity between the two 
nweaiceiibilil s. 80 ereih that without the exercise of cial care and 
watchful attention, the habitual sweetness, sim plicity and nobility of character 
of the governed run a great risk of altogether ery the eye of their 

ernors. The relation between the yo 7 and the : is & it ceo 
-esponsible one. Their respective advancement and prosperity are inter- 
oe It is therefore necessary that there should be an exchange of hearts 
ne, Se the two classes. The more any Official is guided by sentiments like 
these the greater will be his chances to win the hearts of the Er committed 
to his charge. It is this which explains the honour paid to Sir Henry Cotton 
all over India. 


94. In announcing a sitting of the Bengal Provincial Conference at 


ensingh during the, forthcoming Muharram 


The forthcoming Bengal Pro- holidays, the Sanjivani [Calcutta of the 19th 
viocial Ovonference at Mymen- : 


singh. January expresses pleasure at the fact that at the 


preliminary meeting which was held on the 15th 
January last to arrange the details of the Conference, the lead was taken by 
enthusiastic local zamindars. 


95. Commenting on the collection of exhibits in connection with the 


ne Victoria Memorial Ha!l now on view in the Indian 
Pe BN iaeass Memorial Hall Museum, the Santhya !Calcutta] of the 20th 


January remarks that a glance at the objects 
hitherto collected would seem to suggest that one of the objects in making the 
Memorial was to illustrate the ak y of the foundation of the British Empire 
in India. The arrangement of the exhibits in three different rooms seems 
to correspond with the three different epochs of the British connection with 
India. | 

96. Referring to the letter to the Press describing Mr. Samuel Smith’s 


ee en experiences in India in the course of his late visit to 


the country, the Sandhya [Calcutta} of the 20th 
January writes :— | 


Our rulers are appealing to all the world to believe that India is prospering 
under British rule. The basis of their conclusion is probably to be found in 


the few horses and chariots and European mills which they see in the cities. 


The prosperity of Bombay, which delighted Mr. Samuel Smith, extends in the 
imaginative eye of the officials here to all the country besides. 


97. In noticing the allusion made by the Viceroy on the occasion of . 


_ his valedictory dinuer to Sir Edward Law to the 
bedsete  **™* Prosperity late Finance Member’s prosperity budgets, the 
| re yaa [ Calcutta] of the 20th January writes as 

ollows:— 


We could have joined His Excellency in this felicitation if the surplus 
shown in Sir Edward Law’s prosperity budgets had been devoted to works of 
public utility or utilised in reducing the burden of taxation in the country, 


instead of being thrown away, as it has been, in affairs like the Tibet Mission, 
the Kabul Mission the Persian Mission, etc. 


98. The same paper pe aes with the increased activity on the part 

: mere of the Government to grow jute in all parts. of 

as ee “eping; India, special arrangements should be made for 

carrying on the steeping operations, else there is sure to result a universal 
want of good drinking-water and increase of malariu in the country. 


99. We hear, says the same paper, that it was in consequence of an order 

ic: ee ch hee issued by Mr. Fuller, the Chief Commissioner of 
Ph ll _ Assam, that the officials at Gauhati and even the 
students of the Cotton Institution in the town were 
prevented from properly showing their respect to Sir Henry Cotton and giving 
him a suitable reception. What is the cause of Mr. Fuller’s dislike for Sir 
Henry? Is it Sir Henry’s love of Indians or Mr. Fuller’s fear to displease 


the higher authorities by showing him pro t 
nh per respect and honour? Mr. 
Fuller's conduct has made many an honest official iekauaed of him. . 


+ Ce ee ae ee etl ~ 


Sanjivanl, 
Jan. 19th, 1905. 


SaNDHYA, 
Jan, 20th, 1905. 


San BYA. 


HiTavaDl, 
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HiTavaDli. 
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‘cing the discourtesy shown by some Anglo-Indian officials to: 

oe Sir et Cotton fe Sir William Wedderburn 

Sir Henry Cotton, Sir William during their last visit to this country, the Bharat 

_— ee ee [Calcutta] of the 2lst January observes that 

the salt of India has a peculiar effect on the white 

races, for those who eat it turn enemies of the country’s well-wishers. What. 

name should we give them in our language? 

101. The same paper has the following :— : 

| Sir Andrew Fraser in his speech delivered at 


The Lieutenant-Governor's re- the meeting of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 

Nall Bpoeeh. Henry Cotton's own tion made the following remarks on that portion of 

; Sir Henry Cotton’s Town Hall speech which 

referred to the Lieutenant-Governor’s work :—“‘ Since the Lieutenant-Governor 

has been charged with attending public meetings and churches and delivering 

speeches and sermons there, it would therefore be better for me here to keep 
silent.’ 


In reply to Asuthosh Chaudhari’s remark on the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
tours in the mufassal which cost the zamindars s9 much, His Honour observed 
that since a Lieutenant-Governor should either preside at a Legislative Council 
or sit at his desk reading official papers, while presiding at meetings and going 
out on tour are beyond his province, he had come to the meeting simply to take 
rest. On this the paper remarks: — 


Well! It isa good sign that things reach the ears of ours rulers. 


102. The following is the substance of a letter from a correspondent to 
the same paper :— | 
Ee ee There are yet a few months to complete the 
hundred years of whichI take a retrospect here. The contrast between the 
state of things at the beginning of that period and what obtains now is simply 
wonderful. 

In July 1805, Lord Cornwallis came to this country as Governor-General 
for a second time and found it in a chaotic state. The East India Compan 
was being harassed by fears and anxieties on all sides. A war with Holkar 
was imminent, another was going on with Scindhia, the treasury was empty, 
the time for revenue collections was yet distant, the soldiers’ pay had fallen in 
arrears for months, and the Company commanded no credit in England. 

The (Zovernor-General, who was then 70 years old, could do nothing and 
died only three months after landing in this country at Ghazipur, which was 
at that time out of easy reach of Calcutta. 

My Lord, the present times ure now quite different. At the time of your 
second advent to this country the sun of British power is at its zenith. Lord 
Cornwallis had to think of fighting some Chiefs just on his arrival, but scores of 
these Chiefs were in attendance to receive you at Bombay. Many have come to 
Calcutta to offer their congratulations, others are etill coming coming in. 
Whatsoever may be the condition of the masses, the treasury is overflowing 
with surpluses, and you are being praised on all sides. The Prime Minister of 
England is under your thumb. ‘The Conservatives to whom you owe your 
appointment are stillin power. The Liberals have no life. Whatever you 
mean to ac out you have already settled during your six months’ stay in 
England. You are yet young and free from cares. The little anxiety that 
troubled you for a time has passed away. The newspaper editors of Englaud 
are your ministrels and bards to sing your praises. In short, times have con- 
siderably changed during these hundred years ° e ° : 

But alas, my Lord, that while England should have gained so much in the 
above period, India, under its rule, should have lost even what she had and 
that your policy should now ba to throw her back instead of helping her to 
advance, and to waste your energy and intelligence in devising means to 
suppress her noble aspirations instead of encouraging them. Does a race 
which is more ancient than any on the face of this earth, which has outlived 
its serfdom of a thousand years, which is still the admiration of all thinkin 
men on account of its ancient wisdom and civilisation, which has held out for 
ages its light cf learning and r-finenent to mankind all over the world, 
deserve tc be retarded in its progress and ruined? How could the idea that 
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re duties which no Indians could discharge strike a highly cultured 

ora like yours? While the Indians are not the men to lag behind in the 

race, whether in the field of learning, industry, perseverance or anything with 

any other nation of the world, there are certain qualities in which they stand 
unsurpassed by any other nation. Just iry and see for yourself. 

There are, however, one or two things in which they are helpless. They 


cannot change their colour or their ill-luck even by coming in contact with a 
ople. : 
ean? Sine is the destroyer of all. Although there is diversity in the begin- 

ning, all is reduced to one and the same level at the end. 

The lord of a kingdom and the beggar who lives on a morsel of food, 
both come to the same end. cae kings and rulers made a noise in their 
day and went away leaving hardly any trace behind, My Lord, it 1s not in 
the power of anyone, no nt even tn yours, to bring back the time that has passed. 
The six years of your own rule have passed away and even you cannot bring 
them back. So the time would be running its course. Of course you have 
still two years before you during which you can do what you like. If you like, 
you can make the three hundred millions of this country your loving and 
devoted. subjects, else your time will be out and you will have no more power 
to do anything. 

Vikram, Asok and Akbar could not carry this country with them. 
Aurangzeb and Alauddin could not keep itin their hands * * ®; in the 
same way no one will be able to take it with him, however strong he may 
make it. Providence has now placed it in your hands and you rule its thirty 
crores. It is for you now to reflect and see what your duty is. | 

Do you wish that it should godown further? It only means that its 
rulers may have their way for some time longer. True merit lies in eo it 
up. History will remember for ever that the English nation had once lifted a 
fallen nation. Now, my Lord, you may choose between the two and do what 
may be to your liking. 

Suy which do you prefer? Retarding its progress or advancing it ? 

103. In noticing the University success achieved bya student of the 
Punjab over his English fellow-students in England, 
Brilliant career of a Punjabi the same paper foels sorry that in spite of their 
— in an English Univer’ superior intellectual capacity the Indians are offered 

no career by the Government, which, on the 
contrary, curbs their high hopes and aspirations. No one feels glad on hearing 
of such a brilliant Indian. ; 

104. In reference to the loyalty shown by the Sikhs of Patiala by con- 


The Sik PCE demning the conduct of Dharram Singh Sepoy, whv 
” : — the same paper says that if the brave Sikhs now 
consider flattery to be loyalty they will ‘have many such occasions to satisfy 
their craving. 
105. The Navayug LCalenite] of the 2!st January writes :— 


me e services of Assistant Comptroller Rai 
7” monies Geyel Bove Sebadien. “5, — Gopal Bose Bahadur are placed at the 
disposal of the Mysore State. His pay will be Rs. 1,000 per month with an 


allowance of Rs. 200. The Government of India has made this selection of Rai. 


Nritya Gopal at the request of the Mysore Administration. This acknowledg- 
ment of the merits of a Bengali by the Government shows that Government is 


not chary of paying honour to men of real worth. For if Government bad so 


willed, it might have selected a European as well. 


106. Referring to the Jamalpur shooting case, the Howrah Hituishy #0we48 Hrraism, 


ee Howrah] of the 21st January strong] h 

The Jamalpur shoot 3 pear? ery Urges whe 

__ Se meine wen dine to give the white man tit for tat. It 

is useless to urge the Government to do Justice in cases like the above or to 
extend the restrictions of the Arms Act to white men. 

107. Referring to the execution of criminals by electricity in America, 

Catal siden. and the agitation for the abolition of death sen- 


_ ,, tences, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta} of the 23rd 
J anuary suggests that similar efforts should be made here to pe the abolition 


of capital punishments. One should not ; 
one has not the power to give. BAYS ne bower to tebe tewniet 


committed suicide after assaulting some officers, , 


BuaRaT Miraa, 
Jan. 2ist. 1906. 


Boarat Mrrsa. 


Nava YOG, 
Jano. Zist. 1905. 
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HinDI BanGevasy 
Jan, 23rd, 1905, 
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Daity Hrravabt, 108. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd January writes :— 
Jan. 23rd, 1905. It has become the fashion for Government 


1 g _ The Congress and the cultivator. 1 adave to reject as groundless all complaints 
a about the poverty of the Indian raiyat, or about the overassessment of the 
land-tax, or about the severity of the Forest regulations, made »y educated 
Indians. In fact, Government claims that the educated native community do 
not possess such adequate facilities for acquainting themselves with the real 
; condition of the masses us its own officials do. The late sitting of the National 
7 Congress has once for all proved the falsity of all such cl alms. Lord Curzon 
a will be quite astonished to hear what a Khandesh peasant said to Sir James 
Monteith when the latter was explaining to him the use of certain improved 
machinery on view at the Agricultural Exhibition. Unless certain grave evils 
were remedied, such was the opinion expressed by the peasant referred to, a 
thousand exhibitions would be of no avail. These evils related principally to 
the severity of the forest rules and to the overassessment of the land-tax. 

Will Lord Curzon now listen to the sage words of this ignorant peasant ? 
109. Referring to the letter from .sr. J. M. Maclean, ez-M.P., on the 
"aa subject of the Indian National Congress, published 
| i= en: ‘ Maclean on the jin g late issue of the Lnglishman, the Samvad 
ii | apace chica Prabhakar ( Calcutta] of the 25th January writes :— 
1 4 | To the question whether there is any great future in store for hapless and 
if impoverished India, Mr. Maclean replies in the affirmative, but points out that 
the attainment of that future rests not with the Government but with the 
people of India. India’s future salvation does not depend on the grace of its 
rulers. If India ever attains poljtical independence, she will attain it by her 
own efforts, not as a gift from the ruling race. Mr. Maclean’s temperament is 
Pe rather frank and impulsive, to which fact we attribute this candid statement. 
i But for ourselves, it is our firm belief that the government of India by the 
a} English was ordained by God that India might be raised from her present 
P| fallen condition. If ever a happy day dawns for India, it will be due toa 
ol eombination of three elemente-—the will of God, the benevolence of our rulers, 
Ay , aud our own efforts. 


Uriya Papers, 


cain. 110. The Utkaldipika {Cuttack} of the 14th January regrets to learn 
Jan. 14th, 1906. ce from its contemporary of the Sambalpur Hitatsins 
A complaint against the Sambal- ( Bamra | that during the visit of the Raja of Bamra 
par Municipality. ° 

to Sambalpur on the occasion of the late Durbar 
keld there by the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, the officers of the 
Sambalpur Municipality detained his luggage and searched his trunks with a 
view to realise taxes from him. This practice is no doubt very annoying to 

‘travellers, who are compelled by necessity to pass through Sambalpur. 


PDN E ®. itinet Sa Rr perenne hei * 


Urkatpiriga. 111. The same paper publishes, as its supplement, another paper named 
it : The Star of Utkal which is printed in English 
1. in Oui Weekly newspaper and which promises to supply the need of an 
7 English weekly in Orissa. 

Varre amo 112. The Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore} of the 11th January is very 

es tom. ts. grateful to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 


GB . Bye Dyed a yop of Bengal for the anxious thoughts that His 


negli: FP ey Honour has given to the interests of Orissa in his 

recent Resolution abolishing the competitive test for 
recruiting candidates for the Executive branch of the ) eves, Civil Service. 
The writer observes that the attitude of the Government towards the natives of 
()rissa is all that can be desired under the existing state of things, 


Unive asp 113. The same paper states that the new rules for admission into the 


Navasamvan. 7 Executive branch of the Provincial Civil Service 
BB . bY i F ivaga Metso yee make it poevinie that the domiciled Bengalis in 
Hervice avd domitilea Bengalis. Oriesa will be eligible for nomination to that service 
ee : in tne near future, and hopes that foreigners 
eee in Orissa will no longer be excluded from that service on untenable 
grounds. 
aA Ca _ 114. The same paper approves of the rules” 
Fee arulcs for the reclama- igsued by Government for the stale iaidlins of lands 


in the Sundarbans in the 24-Parganas. 


it ics es atti ade ty 
Ly Gees a 


115, The same paper states that a mass meeting was held at the Kristo 
nee Das Pal Memorial Hall in re on Sunday, the 

A mass meeting in Balasore. = 4.541, instant, with & view to explain the object of 
the Utkal Union Conference to the people of that district, Raja Baikuntha Nath 
De Bahadur, Babu Bhagawan Chandra Das, Babu Daitari Prasad Das and 


Mr. M. 8. Das, 0.1.z., delivering eloquent es. Mr. Egerton, the Chai 
of the Balasore District Board, was thanked for his exertions in the cause of 
female education in that district. 


116. The Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 14th January notices the visit of 


A meeting of two Native Chiefs. the Raja of Bamra to the Chieftain of Talcher with 


, Pleasure, and hopes that much good will come out 
of the union of those two important personages in Orissa, 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator. 
Benaa.t T'RANSLATOR’s OFriCE, 
The 28th January 1905. 
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I.—F'orr1an Po.itics. 


98. Tue Amrita Bazar Patrika is certain that, ousted from Manchuria» 
Russia will turn her attention towards India, and 
Ronis enn a apparently this is also the belief entertained by the 
Government of India judging from the continued activity of Lord Kitchener 
and the construction of railways beyond the North- estern Frontier. If 
Russia ultimately triumphs in the present campaign, she will seriously threaten 
the Empire, and if she is defeated sbe likewise be a source of great 
danger, so that the present war is an unmitigated evil to India. The 
military expenses of this country: will, in view of the gloomy political aspect, 
have to be materially increased, and the poor Indian tax-payer will as ever be 
called upon to pay the bill. 

99. The Bengalee fears that the days of Russian autocracy are numbered 

unless the Czar meets the demands of the people. 
If, however, His Imperial Majesty will not do so, 
then the world is destined to witness, during the next few weeks, the birth of 
Russian freedom and the death of that abominable autocracy which has so long 
oppressed the people. The Czar stands on the crater of a mighty volcano an 
the long-expected eruption seems at hand. 

100. The Hindoo Patriot refers all those who are smitten with ‘‘ Russo- 
phobia” to Mr. H. M. Ross’s letter in the Times 
declaring that in view of the terrible strain 
exercised by the present campaign on Russia’s trade and finances, she may 
safely be disregarded as an aggressive power, at least during the lifetime of 
the present generation. The proposal to augment the Indian army would 
thus be an utterly unjustifiable drain on Indian revenues, and retrenchment of 
military force and armament, rather than addition to them, should therefore be 
the guiding policy of the next few years. 

The Patrio: agrees with Mr. Ross that there is even a cheaper way of 
guarding against a Russian invasion. The present Anglo-Japanese treaty 
expires in two years’ time and what is wanted is an unqualified defensive 
alliance for the protection of the two Powers in the East. To substitute such 
a treaty for the present one would cost no more than the ink expended in 
signing it. The only Power to be dreaded is Russia, and an alliance of this 
description would put an end to all fears of Russian aggression. Japan would 
be relieved of the burden of an unnecessarily large fleet, and India of the 
burden of a costly army. The British fleet would, in time of need, guard the 
shores of Japan, while the gallant Japs would in turn guard the Indian frontier. 
The jo repeats that the mere existence of such a treaty would be 


enough to safeguard the interests of Great Britain and Japan without any 
bloodshed whatever. . 


The Russian Revolution. 


“ Russophobia.” 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a\—Police. 


101. The Amrita Bazar Patrika asks if the complaints in the Sunsodhins 
Incendiariem in Chittagong. that mischievous people set fire to houses in the 


town of Chittagon 


Rael in broad daylight has any 
foundation in truth. If so, the journal is amaze ylig any 


serious attention ef the authorities to this lawlessness. 


(6)— Working of the Courés. 
102. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that some idea of the co 


ion 


w i of work in the High Court may be formed by a 
the Aik Gon eae Hite of reference to the ‘sicantis list of en di ee 


Indeed, cases have occurred in which the parties 
mcaroerated for short terms by the lower Courts have undergone the full term 
of their imprisonment before they have been declared innocent by the High 
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that such outrages should be: - 
freely committed when Chittagong has a police force of its own, and draws the _ 


AMEIeA BasaB 
Patnika, 
2let Jan. 1905, 


Popeye 


< ae “yf Noe, 
) Ae ges 
Sea ae 
be oat rela ot 

Sz 
GAR Pink 


' Ammrta Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


2th Jan. 1905. 


AmnitTa Bazar 
PaTRika, 


26th Jan. 1905. 


BENGALER, 
18th Jan. 19065. 


Huspoo Parrior, 
18th Jan. 1905. 


( 36 ) 


ourt ‘Jorine the wav in which justice is administered by some District 
cae > = woulae that the . week of the Criminal Bench is over- 
powering, but nevertheless some means must: be devised of coping with it. It is 
tothe High Court that the people turn for the redress of their grievances, but if 
justice is to be denied them there for want of proper and expeditious arran 
ments, where are they to gofor it? The Patrika, however, 18 glad to learn that 
since. Monday last two Criminal Benches have been sitting, and hopes that the 
Chief Justice will proeel this arrangement to continue until: the file of pending 
letely cleared. | 
“ie hinrilé Bazar Patrika draws the attention of Mr.: D. J. 
Macpherson, Commissioner of Bhagalpur, to a. high- 
handed arrangement that has been introduced into 
the Sonthal Parganas, by which certain Magistrates will not. allow the parties 
concerned in a case to engage pleaders. ‘This means that-they are placed 
entirely at the disposal of the trying Magistrates, who thus freed from. the 
restraining influence exercised by the pleaders, go so far as not to take down the 
deposition of the witnesses properly! Here is a matter which demands the 
prompt attention of the Commissioner, and the Patrika has no doubt that he 
will remove the scandal complained of. 


(d)—Education. 


104. The Amrita Bazar Pairika draws the Lieutenant-Governor’s atten- 

tion to the miserable results attained by the Sanskrit 
The Geniskrit College. College, For some years past no student front 
that institution has passed the M.A. examination in Sanskrit with first-class 
honours, whereas this year nota single student has passed even in Class IIT. 
The: journal hopes, therefore, that Sir Andrew Fraser will direct ‘his attention 


to this model college, which is nearer home,. rather than expend al] his energy 
on the Ranchi college scheme. 


A high-handed arrangement. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


105.. The Bengalee: writes that in the proposal of the Septic Tanks Com- 
mittee to utilise the mills’ effluent as feeder-water 
ae of the Septic Tanks for the boilers is to be found the real solution: of. a 


much-vexed. question—a solution that would’ com- 
pletely. satisfy the requirements of sanitation and in no way injure the religious 


; oe of the Hindus: 


+@ 


‘he journal points out that the Committee are entirely mistaken when 

say that the Hindus object to the pollution of the river on sentimental-rather 
than religious grounds. The Hooghly is the last resting-place of. their: fore- 
fathers and is inseparably associated with ideas of eternal bliss to the Hindu | 
mind, which naturally recoils in horror at the very thought of the pollution of 
their sacred -tream. Thus the idca of allowing the mills’ effluent to flow into 
the river is an offensive one and should be eschewed. The alternative proposal 
of allowing the effluent to run over land, will, in the opinion of the Committee, 
be very harmful both to agriculture and the public health. The Bengal 
accordingly urges the Government to compel those mills which are equipped 
with septic tank installations to utilise the effluent.as feeder-water for the 
boilers, and anxi-usly awaits the Government Resolution on the report of the 
Committee. . 

106. The Hindoo. Patrwt writes that the step taken by Government in 


me regard to the septic tank installation is.calculated 
ig _ to create an impression in the public mind that it is 
indifferent to the traditions and religious sentiments of the people. As regards 
the report of the Committee which was appointed to inquire into the working of 
these tanks, it savours too much of the scientific and com letely overlooks the 
religious aud sentimental — of thequestion—a result attributable to the 
fact that the Committee did not contain a single Indian member. The journal 


points out that the question is not how far, by the m "pie NED ht 
the mills’ effluent discharged into the Hoo hiv’ pee ally rks teatatag a 


ed in ghly can be rendered innocuous, but 
whether ote of the river is regar’ed as highly sacrilegious by the Hindus. 
Regarded in this ‘light the report of theCommittee which violates of the 


( 87 ) 
sstdinal principles of British rile, viz., religious tolerdnice, should’ Be recsivéd 


with the greatest caution. Onsanitary grounds, also, thé report is défective ard 


incomplete, as it ow not anges alry opinion on the’ effect of the discharge 
imto the river in dty weather. iia: Ce PN aa Ne Pe GAL 
Bs In thesé Girvauisfoin ces’ thé Pétriot' dsks the Goverment: 6 appoint a 
Goimmnittee on Which India opinion is'ddequately represented, and asks' that 
tho members should be directed merely to collect and forward evidence as fo 
how far the present: working of septic tanks 19 acceptable to' the Hindus. . 
107. Criticising the unfair and one-sided way in which the septic tank 
tie Report of the Septic Tanks Nuisance has' been inquired into, the Htndoo Patriot 
Contuiittee. writes that under the smprimatur of expert opinion, 
which clearly reflects its‘own, Government has attempted to' give to its proceed- 
ings’ an. appearance’ of fairness and straightforwardness' which is‘ easily 
distinguishable: It may be desirable, owing to the progress of trade and com- 
fierde, to accommodaté the’ European mill-owners in the matter of disposing of 
the mills’ effluent: in-a way that would least touch their pockets, but néverthe- 
lews: the relizious feelings of: the people have to’ be consulted. This the 
Gommittese: have deplorably failed to'do,.and their report should accordingly not 
be accepted. Divested of its science, however, the report: points out three 
methods: of disposing of the mills’ effluent. They are (1) that the effluents 
shouldbe run over land, (2) that they should be used as feed-water for the 
boilerd,, and (3) that they should be bacteriologically purified by filtration 
through sand before being discharged into the river. Of these, the least offen- 
sive’ and: expensive is the utilising of the effluent as feed-water for the 
boilers, and the Patriot accordingly. urges the adoption of this method. 


108. The: Amrita Bazar Patrika draws the attention’ of the Lieutenant- 
Hig Governor to the letter ofa correspondent regardin 
: the report of the Septic Tanks Committee, an 
repeats that-all-the representative Hindus who were consulted by the Committee 
were opposed to,the installationof these tanks on various grounds. Dr. Cook in 
his report says that the effluents examined by him ‘“‘ were not very: satisfactory, 
the numbers:of colon bacilli:found in them being as large as that ordinarily met 
with in crude sewage.” Then, again, iti was found that whilst the process was 
inimical to some of these ofganisms,- others survived, so that the effluents are 
considered to be “ potentially dangerous.” Indeed, the Bengal Government 
was twice interpellated on the subject and it did not deny that the effluents 
were “not free from danger.” Nevertheless, the Government have not yet 
asked the owners of the septio tanks'to’ stop their working, at’ least till the end 
_ of the Committee’s labours. 
109. The Amrita Basar Partika‘has no doubt that the extension of Part X 
Saar ne orn of' the Bengal re Act of aap to the Buxar 
_ She extension of Part Xof the Municipality will prove a source of trouble to the 
dure Mec ie: on ratepayers f what they state in their memorial ’.to 
ata the Lieutenant-Governor is based on facta, It’ is’ 
true thut a:resolution praying for‘the'extension was passed at a’special meeting 
of the Municipal Commissioners, but, in the first’ place, the meeting was not’ 
convened according 'to law, as the notices were issued the same day the meeting: 
was’ held; whereas they: should ‘havé‘ been issued at least a week before. Thus 
only about one-third of the Commissioners could be préesent;- several of whom: 
protested agamst the extension‘of Part X of: the Act, but the‘official Chairman 
carried the resolution in spite of all opposition: It is‘ clear, therefore, that the 
Commissioners, who are the répréséntatives’ of the ratepayers, -had nv’ desire” to 
bring their Municipality under the operation-of Part X*of the Municipal Act: 
_The journal ‘also complains of t ® indiscriminate way in which’ the. latrine 
tax+is levied on: private parties; and: hopes that His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor will stop latrine’ fees being realised according to*thenew assessment 
which is‘ causing considerable. miseryi to: the ratepayers,.and withhold his 
sanction to the extension of Part X, as Buxar is not a-town-in the proper sense 
of the word; the greater partiof it being rural. Saou | 


110, The Bengalee is’ confident that the memorial of thé rate-payers*ot 
aro Buxar protesting against the’ extension of’ Part X. 

, ae _ Of the Act to their Municipality will receive the 
sympathetic consideration of His Honour’ the: Lieutenant: Governor;: as’ the 
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‘| extension has already led to the oppression of the poorest rate-payers, who 

ai although they have no latrines in their huts, are being called upon to poy latrine 

fees. “st is further pointed out that Part X has not been extended to any of 

| the Municipalities of Bihar, although some of them are more advanced than the 

14 Buxar Municipality. Morever, the meeting at which the resolution was passed 

: : was not convened according to law and its proceedings are therefore null and 
void. 


BBNOALas, 111. The Bengalee writes that the rate-payers of ward No. XIX are 
oe ae labouring under a multiplicity of grievances which 
A neglected ward of the town. = 441) for immediate redress. Inu the first place there 
are more kutcha than pucca roads in this ward, and the metalling of the former 
should be undertaken without delay, as they are converted into impassable 
quagmires during the rains. There is no drainage system worthy of the name 
it! and the lighting of the ward is miserable, portions only of two or three roads. 
; ae being lit with gas! Lastly, there is no supply of filtered water and not a drop 
1 wie of unfiltered water can be had except in the municipal slaughter-house, The 
BP ili Bengalee hopes that in framing the estimates for the ensuing official year, 
Mr. Greer will not overlook the claims of this ward, which isa disgrace to a 
| ne big city like Calcutta. 
nei | Angus Bonen 112. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Arrah correspondent writes that the 
| Ge 25th Jan. 1905. health of the town is anything but satisfactory and 
- The public health. “. : - ° 

it is at this juncture that plague has made its 
appearance. ‘[his scourge has been decimating the people annually, but the 
Municipality appear to be quite indifferent. The writer earnestly hopes that 
they will not be slow to recognise the gravity of the presennt situation, but 

i make honest and strenuous efforts to check the spread of the disease. 


27th Jan. 1905, 113. A correspondent writing to the Telegraph complains of the filthy and 
Pee ean insanitary condition of the cow-sheds in the town 

operates and wonders that a matter which so seriously. 
affects the public health has not engaged the attention of the Corporation. 
Licenses are freely granted by Inspectors, regardless of the fact that kine and: 
buffaloes are huddled together. ‘The writer urges that the Health Officer him- 
self should inspect the sheds before a license is granted, and that the Corpora- 
tion should have the power to cancel any license before the term of expiry if the 
prescribed conditions are not observed. 
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(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


i bering J 114, The Bengalee understands that the third-class monthly ticket-holders 

ee see for the stations below Bhadressur have submitted 
Fr a representation to Mr. Dring, the General Traffic 
a Manager, East Indian Railway, praying for a reduction of fares on the ground 
ry Ot that a similar concession has been made in the case of those stations beyond 100 
| aa miles. The journal points out that some time ago when the price of monthly 
if i be tickets from Howrah to stations above Baidybati was lowered, the claims of the 
a tickets-holders below Bhadressur were overlooked. It is earnestly hoped 
that they will be treated with some consideration now. It is also pointed out 
by the petitioners that the fares charged by the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
are Jower than those charged for journeys of equal length by the East Indian 
Railway, and that if the latter charged the same fares they would be bound to 
attract much of the passenger traffic of the former. The Bengalee regards these 
grounds as very forcible, and hopes that Mr, Dring will seriously consider the 


Reduction of railway fare. 


| appeal which has been made to him. 

i Bamaatus, 115. The Bengalee hopes that the petition which the clerks attached to 

| 26th Jan. 1906. ene the erngelwenper Railway Office have submitted 
pee. to Mr. Wynne, the Agent, praying to be allowed to 


travel on their own line at half the ordinary rate, ma successful, as the 
range are in receipt of small salaries and cannot afford to pay the railwa 


ares ordinarily charged. The railway authorities in India generall ide 
lal trains for the convenience of their ‘ig; taal Webccae 


loyés, as for instan: 
amalpur and Monghyr, Howrah and Lillooah, Vi : ptam and Waltair oa 


and the Bengalee earnestly hopes that the Agent will grant this r 
cession prayed for by the clerks of his or i ait i. a reer oe. 
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116. The Bengalee writes that the Punjab Government is to be congratu- 
‘lated on its new irrigation scheme which has just 
The new Punjab irrigstion received the sanction of the Secretary of State. 
— The magnitude of the work may be determined 
from the fact that it will cost over 782 lakhs of rupees and supply no less than 
1,874,000 acres of land with water. In spite of the fact that the population of 
the Punjab is positively sparse in certain tracts and by no means as dense as it 
‘3 in Bihar, famines have been of rather frequent occurrence in recent years, 80 
that the permanent protection afforded by the present scheme will bring 
welcome relief to the people. 


117. The Bengalee writes that numerous complaints are being received 
regarding the overcrowding of ‘second-class car- 

ee riages on the up Darjeeling and Goalundo mails. 
The complaint can be so easily removed that the journal sees no reason why 
the railway authorities should not remove it at once. All that is required is that 
an additional second-class carriage should be attached to these trains and 
reserved for local passengers only. This is done in the case of first-class 
passengers travelling by the up Darjeeling mail, and there is no reason why the 
same consideration should not be shown to second-claes passengers also. 


Ske J 
er 1 


(h)— General. 


118. The Bihar News repeats that if the real object of the Government 
of India in partitioning Bengal is to relieve the 
Lieutenant-Governor of some part of his burden, 
tho most rational course would be to sever Bihar from Bengal proper and with 
Chota Nagpur and the permanently-settled districts of the Benares Division, 
create a separate Lieutenant-Governorship. If the Biharis are anxious to 
have an administration of their own and the Bengalis are equally anxious that 
these provinces should remain intact, surely wisdom and common sense point 
to the desirability of ~“— g out the project of territorial redistribution in 
such a way as to give the minimum of pain to the Bengalis and the maximum 
of pleasure to the Biharis? The concensus of disinterested opinion is clearly in 
favour of the separation of Bihar, and it accordingly behoves the people of that 
rovince to place their views before the Government in clear and moderate 
nguage. 
119. ast draws the attention of the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the 
_ fact that several instances have come to light in 
Sylhet management of pounds in which farmers employed in the various pounds in 
Sylhet have employed agents who illegally im- 
pound cattle. As by this means the farmers probably make a large profit at 
the expense of the owners of the cattle, the journal advocates the reversion to 
the old system of direct management of pounds by Government. 
East further objects to the high rate of feeding charges, more particularly 
when fodder is plentiful in the district, and hopes that they will be reduced. 


120. ast is of opinion that Sir Henry Cotton a man of vaster experience 
The postition of Rehint than any official of his own generation, has incon- 

™ testably proved that the grounds put forward by 
the Government of India for the partition of Bengal are altogether fallacious. 
But while Sir Henry has ably resisted the dismemberment of the province 
on the ground of the heavy burden of the Lieutenant-Governor, he has offered 
no suggestions whatever as to how Assam should be strengthened. This 
question which is uppermost in Lord Curzon’s mind gave birth to the partition 
scheme, and Sir Henry Cotton would have rendered a great service both to 
the Government and the Bengalis in particular if he showed how the North- 
Eastern question, with which the stren gthening of Assam is essentially 
sonnepted » could have been satisfactorily solved without the partition of 


Separation of Bihar. 
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121. The :Amrita Bazar Patria writes that the relations existing between 
os ea) the Beharis and those Bengalis who have settled 
Bengalis versus Biharis. in Bihar are by no means of a cordial nature, and 
the breach has been considerably widened by the recent Government Resoln- 
tion abolishing the competitive test and showing official favour to the 
members of comparatively backward communities. The journal, however, is 
doubtful whether the new rules will give the Hiharis a larger share of the 
appointments in their own province, for rule 8 lays down that “every candidata 
nominated by a Commissioner must be domiciled in his Division.” The 
question, then, is whether Bengalis who have settled in Bihur come under the 
classification of domiciled Biharis or not? Then, again, is the Besolution 
intended to serve some political purpose ? | 


Ammrts Basse 122. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that beyond a very vague and 
ATRIKA, ae > ? 
s2th Jan. 1906, short official communiqué on the proposed revival 
of the system of village government, the public 
have not been furnished with any details, so that they are not in 9 position 
to discredit the wild rumours that are prevalent regarding enhanced taxation 
and the like. 

The journal understands that the process fees and the income derived 
from ferries and pounds will be made over to the unions.. Now the 
amount expected from these sources and the duties to be imposed on the 
village Boards ought to be clearly defined. ‘I'he income derived from ferries 
and pounds, however, is at present utilised for the maintenance of primary 
sheila under thy charge of the District. Boards. Will the Government replace 
it by an education grant? The public ought to be fully enlightened on this 

ato" point also. | nits ana posed 
Sues Bebon 123, The Amrifa Basar Patrika writes that it is a great pity that the 
, official paper on the subject of the unions was not 
: are sent to the newspapers of Bengal, requesting them 
to publish it in their columns together with their comments. In this way the 
entire educated community would have been familiarised with an important 
public question. Sir Andrew Fraser may have conceived a prejudice towards 
the Press, but that is no reason why full information on public questions should 
not be placed at its disposal. If the Government document referred to above 
has not already been translated into vernacular, it should be done at once and 

eirculated broadcast among the villagers. . 


The new panchayet system. 


Hinvoo Patator. § 124. The Hindoo Patriot writes that if the new scheme for the formation 


28th Jan. 1904 ‘ai -of village Unions removes the oppressive features 
of the Chaukidari Act and, above all, lightens the 

heavy and unjust tax sanctioned by that measure, it will indeed prove a real 

boon. The scheme also has for its object the promotion of local self-govern- 

ment, and if this is attained, the organisation of the new panchayet system 


will constitute one of the wisest undertakings of Sir Andrew Fraser’s Govern- 
ment. 


Aunts Bata 125. With a view to removing the existing irregularities in the Registra- 
es tion Department, a correspondent, writing to the 


24th Jan, 1906. i‘ Pepeiie the Registra. Amrita Bazar Patrika, makes the following sugges- 


tions :— | 
' (1) In checking the attendance register, the inspecting: officers 
should see particularly to the muharrir’s work, All documents 
should be promptly copied and compared with the originals. 

(2) The inspecting officers should see that documents are returned 
to proper parties. , 

(3) The imspecting officer should keep with him the unreturned 

documents and compare them. 

(4) Information should be gathered from the public as to the manner 
in which documents are returned. If parties are found in the 
office to take delivery of documents, they should be asked to 

Was produce the receipt. C 

(5) The office register should be compared daily’ to‘find out completed 

documents remaining unreturned,”’ oe 


( 41 ) 


V.—-Prospects oF THE Crops AND CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


126. The People writes that owing to the failure of the North-East 


Monsoon over a large portion of the Madras Presi- 


The prospect in Madres. dency, scarcity is becoming prevalent and matters 
have already come to such a pass that considerable remissions of revenue will 


have to be made. In some districts special measures have been taken in order 
to provide udditional employment for the poorer raiyats, and if the South-West 
Monsoon also fails, famine relief works will be absolutely necessary. 


VI.—MISCcELLANEOUS. 


127. The Behar News writes that Lord Curzon’s reasons for declinin 
to receive the resolutions of the Indian Natian 
Congress from Sir vege § Cotton personally appear 
to be more clever than convincing. ‘I'he practice of 20 years cannot be said 
to have established a custom from which it would be unconstitutional to depart, 
more particularly when there was no reluctance on the part of Lord 
Curzon’s predecessors to receive the President of the Congress in person. 
The precedent would have to be created by the Congress rather than the head 
of the Government, and it is difficult is understand why Lord Curzon’s 
successors would be unwilling to follow a harmless practice introduced by him. 
How does the presentation of a body of resolutions differ in principle from 
the presentation of an address in which grievances are complained of? The 
addresses presented to Hig Excellency in his tours set forth local grievances, 
while the resolutions of the Congress voice the sentiments of the entire Indian 
nation, Why then should the discussion that was contemplated have been 
avoided? Did His Excellency wish to show the Congress that it was undesir- 
able for him to enter into discussion as distinct from his Government? If so, 
in what capacity does the Viceroy receive and reply to other depatations and 
addresses ? ) 

The goneral tone of the reply given to Sir Henry seemed, in the opinion 
of the journal, to indicate that Lord Curzon was tired of Indian criticism and 
disappointed at the prospect of never being able to conciliate his critics. 

128. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reports another shooting accident in 

7 which a Kumbi women was shot while a section of 
the 36th Berar Infantry was at target practice, and 
draws the serious attention of the Military authorities to the advisability of 
removing the butts to a more suitable locality hear the hills. 

129. The Indian Empire writes that the recent Resolution of the Govern- 
| ment of Bengal laying down that a native of one 
division is not eligible for service in another, at 
least so far as the Executive Service is concerned, regards the children of the 
soil as nothing better than aliens in their own land. This arrangement is 
indeed a very one-sided one, for although a native of Howrah cannot serve 
in Alipur because they are placed in different divisions, nevertheless a 
Londoner is quite eligible for service in Bombay although continents divide 
them! ‘With truth can the Indians be said to have been gradually ostracised 
from every department of Government, and even in Native States and zamin- 
daris they hold but a small percentage of appointments. The Civil List 
recently published by the Nizam’s Government emphasises his fact, and 
although Lord Curzou greatly deplored the employment of Europeans by 
Native States, what has His Excellency done to prevent it and to give the 
children of the soil what is their right ? 


Lord Curzon and the Congress. 


A shooting accident. 


Ostracism of Indians. 


OFrFice OF THE Inspr.-GENERAL - 
| oF Ponice, L, P. 


Waiters’ Bui.pinas, 
The 28th January 19065, 


F, C. DALY, 
Asst, to the Inspr.-General of Police, L.P. 
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Bmark News, 
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A tRITa Basar 
PaTRIKA, 


23rd Jan. 1906, — 


Inpiaw Empire, 
24th Jan. 1905. 
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